
LUCKINGTON AND ALDERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Folly Farm, Didmarton, Badminton, GL9 1AH 

01666 800850 
clerk@luckington.org.uk                      www.luckington.org.uk 

 
Members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting of the Luckington and Alderton Parish 
Council on Wednesday 10th February 2016 at Luckington Village Hall, commencing at 7.30pm for the 
purpose of transacting the following business. 
 

AGENDA 
1. Apologies for absence 
2. Declarations of interest 
3. Members of the public are invited to address the Council on Agenda items 
4. Public question time. 
5. To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 13th January 2016. 
6. Matters arising from the Minutes 
7. To review and comment on planning applications: 
  

Application Ref:  16/00080/FUL 
 Proposal:  Proposed Garden Studio 
 At:  3 Church Road, Luckington, Wiltshire 
 
 (plans available to view at http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planinganddevelopment.htm 

 
8. To review and comment on correspondence received by the Council: 
  

Email from Ollie Phipps – Re:  Local Transport Consultation 
Email from Graham Ellis – Re:  Future of Local Bus Services 
Emails from John Cole – Re:  Tempororary Road Closures 
Email from Ollie Phipps – Re:  Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebrations 
Email from Wiltshire Council – Bus Consultation 
Email from Sarah Cooksey Wood (Sherston Parish Clerk) – Volunteer Litter Pickers 
Email from CPRE Wiltshire – Best Kept Village Competition 2016 
Email from Adrian Hampton, Wiltshire Council – Re: Parish Steward Scheme 
cc’d Email from Judith Chapman – Re: Grade 2 Listed Tombstones in Luckington 
Email from John Eldred – Re:  Fallen Tree  

 (ALL SUPPORTING PAPERS CAN BE FOUND AT www.luckington.org.uk) 
9. To agree payments in accordance with the budget as listed in the financial summary. 
10. Update on Dog Fouling 
11. Update on Luckington Bus Shelter 
12. Update on Cemetery issues 
13. Update on Highway issues 
14. Report from outside meetings 
15. Items for next meeting Agenda and any other business for information only. 
 
The next meeting of the Luckington and Alderton Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 9th  

March 2016 at Alderton Village Hall. 

  

mailto:clerk@luckington.org.uk
http://www.luckington.org.uk/
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planinganddevelopment.htm
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EMAIL FROM OLLIE PHIPPS: 

 

 

Please can you ensure all your members and as 
many of your community contribute to this 
review… 
 
Bus services review 
 
Wiltshire Council is reviewing its Local Transport Plan (LTP) Public Transport Strategy and 
service delivery (i.e. Council supported bus services). The review is being undertaken 
because of continuing and growing pressures on the Council’s budgets that mean that 
funding is no longer available to continue delivering supported bus services at the level that 
was envisaged when the LTP was published in 2011. 
 
The review of the Public Transport Strategy is part of a wider review of all areas of 
Wiltshire Council’s passenger transport remit (except rail and taxis). The wider review will 
include re-examining policy and spending in home-to-school and college transport, Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) transport and social care client transport. 
 
As a first stage in the review, a pre-consultation exercise was undertaken during July and 
August 2015 to provide key stakeholders and partners (e.g. town councils and bus 
operators) with an opportunity to shape the scope of the review. 
 
We are now keen to hear the views of bus users, residents, stakeholders and other 
interested parties to help us shape a new Public Transport Strategy. The Council has made 
no decisions as yet and would like to see how far you agree or disagree with the options 
presented in the consultation questionnaire available from 
http://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/portal/ltp/wiltshire_local_transport_plan_-
_public_transport_strategy_review 
 
From the above link you can also obtain further information on the review including a PDF 
version of the questionnaire together with other review documents (including Frequently 
Asked Questions). 
 
Paper copies of the questionnaire are also available on request by telephoning 0300 456 
0100. Copies of the questionnaire will also be available: on buses operating Wiltshire 
Council contracted services; in libraries; and in main Council offices. 
 
Questionnaire and comments need to be submitted by 5pm on 4 April 2016.  
 
The findings of the review and public consultation will be reported to the Council’s Cabinet 
in the summer of 2016. It will then be necessary to develop detailed implementation 
proposals. The timescale for this will depend on the nature of the changes approved by 
Cabinet and the lead time necessary for their implementation. 
 

 

  
 
 

http://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/portal/ltp/wiltshire_local_transport_plan_-_public_transport_strategy_review
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EMAIL FROM GRAHAM ELLIS 
 
To: Wilthsire Parish and Town Clerks 
 
Please could you circulate this message to your councillors, and include it within information 
available via your newsletter, website and other parishoner communications.    Any questions - 
please ask me. 
 
-- Graham 
 
---------- 
 
Wiltshire Council has launched a public consultation on the future of the bus services that they 
currently support. Set against a backdrop of a big reduction in overall funding for council services, 
they have put forward a number of options aimed at saving money from the supported buses 
budget, and are asking for your view on these. 
 
What are we facing? 
- Almost all Wiltshire evening, Sunday and Bank Holiday bus services set to disappear. 
- Withdrawal of many rural bus services. 
- Interurban and town bus services to be drastically reduced. 
or a "Nuclear" Option 6 which could leave vast swathes of the county without any  bus services. 
 
These Council plans could bring local bus operators to the brink of collapse and there is not enough 
capacity for community transport to plug gaps. 
 
Fortunately though, there is an alternative. As part of our research work on devolution for Wiltshire 
and Swindon, we have put forward a Bus Franchising proposal which will avoid the wide-ranging 
service cuts that would inevitably follow from adopting the consultation questionnaire options, 
whilst protecting and laying the foundations for the future improvement of the Wiltshire bus 
network. The Westminster Government have designed their devolution plans so that it would be 
easier for local authorities to introduce Bus Franchising, the existing legislation for which is known as 
Quality Bus Contracts.  
 
We are calling this "option 24/7" because it looks at people's requirements all day, every day first ... 
more details at http://option247.uk , plus an FAQ document, and a link to the Council's consultation. 
 
Bus Franchising offers 
- A network that involves YOU and your community far more, genuinely working to serve your 
interests and shaped by your travel needs. 
- A network that opens the way for simple affordable bus fares. 
- A network that is better thought through, with less duplication and more journey opportunities. 
- A network that is more easily linked with other modes such as rail, making your onward journeys 
easier and helping to encourage the greater use of public transport overall. 
- A network with reinvigorated operators making a fair, secure income through working together to 
provide a better overall service for you. 
- A network that is solid, robust, efficient, and able to deliver the savings that Wiltshire Council 
require WITHOUT massive service cuts, giving you the security of knowing that your bus service is 
safe, and available when you need it. 

http://option247.uk/


- A network that through innovation strives to always be fit for purpose, and fit for future challenges 
and expansion. 
 
Senior figures at Wiltshire Council have informed us that Bus Franchising can be included in the 
devolution proposals, but only if we can demonstrate strong public support for the idea. Therefore, 
we need your help as follows when you answer the questionnaire: 
* Question 10, 12, 14, 16, 18 and 20 - select NO (to reject options 1 through 6) 
* Question 25 - please WRITE IN "Option 24/7 preferred - www.option247.uk" (to support option 
24/7) 
 
Please copy this message as appropriate, and raise the matter at local meetings too. And please get 
back to me or any of the team if you have questions - by a reply to this email, via the contact form 
on the website at http://option247.uk, via the option247 facebook group.  For your parishoners who 
are not online, please print a summary of our case from http://option247.uk/flyer.html , and copies 
of the consultation are available from libraries, on buses, or from council offices. 
 
Graham Ellis - Supporting Option 24/7 for a positive bus future in Wiltshire 
Web: http://option247.uk 
Facebook group: option247 
Twitter: @option247 
 
----------- 
 
Remember - it's not about the buses - it's about the people who use the buses! 
 
Mrs A can no longer drive. She relies on the bus to get her from her home into the town centre 
where she meets friends and does her shopping. 
 
Mr B works in X. He's unable to drive for medical reasons, and commutes by bus every day; 
sometimes he has to work late and catch a bus back in the early evening. 
 
The C family send their daughter to school in X - a journey of about 6 miles. It's not their nearest 
school, but it's the right one for her and she gets there by bus. 
 
Miss D and her college friends want to meet up for a 'social' at the weekend or an evening; due to 
high insurance premiums none of them can afford a car, and in any case they want to be able to 
enjoy the eveing without having to be awake (and sober) enough to drive safely home afterwards. 
 
Mr E will be retiring in about 7 years - he's getting on a bit shakey on his legs and can no longer walk 
to the local railway station without it leaving him so tired he can't do his job properly 
 
Mrs F no longer has a bus to get to her doctors, so now she requires home visits 
 
Ms G had planned to go to college this September with a view to getting qualified and back into 
employment, but she's had to put these plans on hold because the bus that would get her home at 
the end of the college day doesn't run any more 
 
Mr H doesn't use the bus at all. But he can't get a car parking space in town / at work any longer as 
all the spaces are filled with people who used to use public transport, so the gets very frustrated and 
parks in residential streets to the annoyance of those residents 
 

http://www.option247.uk/
http://option247.uk/
http://option247.uk/flyer.html
http://option247.uk/


Ms I is a health service / social services administrator, and she notices a severe strain on her 
'customer transport' budget because she's now spending a lot of money (ad organisation time) or 
arranging and paying for customers who used to use the bus. 
 
It isn't about the bus service - it's about the people using the bus! If you have questions - see if they 
have been answered in our Frequently Asked Questions document .. if they've not been asked, then 
please ask them! 
 
Graham Ellis - Supporting Option 24/7 for a positive bus future in Wiltshire 
Web: http://option247.uk 
Facebook group: option247 
Twitter: @option247 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://option247.uk/


EMAILS FROM JOHN COLE – WILTSHIRE COUNCIL HIGHWAYS 
 
Wiltshire Council   
Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984   
Temporary Closure of: C84 (Part) Badminton Lane, Luckington (Ref: TTRO 4136)   
Notice is hereby given that the Wiltshire Council has made an Order to close temporarily to all 
traffic:   
C84 (Part) Badminton Lane, Luckington; from its junction with UC Allengrove Lane to its junction 
with B4040, Luckington.    
To enable: Wiltshire Council to carry out kerbing, carriageway resurfacing / patching work, road 
marking and adjustment of ironworks.   
Alternative route:   
Via UC Allengrove Lane - UC Cherry Orchard Lane – B4040 The Street and vice versa.   
The closure and diversion route will be clearly indicated by traffic signs.   
This Order will come into operation on 8 March 2016 and it is anticipated that the closure will be 
required between the hours of 07.00 and 18.00 for two days. It is anticipated that the works will 
take the stated duration to complete depending upon weather conditions. Access will be maintained 
for residents and businesses, although delays are likely due to the nature of the works. The Order 
will have a maximum duration of 18 months.    
For further information please contact Balfour Beatty Living Places on 01249 468582 (office hours) 
or 07900715776 (outside of office hours / duty manager).   
Sustainable Transport Group, County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge BA14 8JN   
3 March 2016      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wiltshire Council   
Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984   
Temporary Closure of: C94 (Part) Thompsons Hill / Widleys Road and C84 (Part) Alderton Road, 
Sherston and Luckington (Ref: TTRO 4137)   
Notice is hereby given that the Wiltshire Council has made an Order to close temporarily to all 
traffic:   
a) C94 (Part) Thompsons Hill / Widleys Road, Sherston and Luckington; from its junction with 
Commonwood Lane to its junction with C84 Alderton Road.   
b) C84 (Part) Alderton Road, Luckington; from its junction with C94 Widleys Road to its junction with 
C86 Fosse Way.   
To enable: Wiltshire Council to carry out kerbing, carriageway resurfacing / patching work, road 
marking and adjustment of ironworks.   
Alternative route:   
Via C94 Thompsons Hill (unaffected length) – C68 Tanners Hill – B4040 Church Street – C27 Easton 
Town / Ladyswood – C86 Fosse Way and vice versa.   
The closure and diversion route will be clearly indicated by traffic signs.   
This Order will come into operation on 8 March 2016 and it is anticipated that the closure will be 
required daily between the hours of 07.00 and 18.00 for two days. It is anticipated that the works 
will take the stated duration to complete depending upon weather conditions. Access will be 
maintained for residents and businesses, although delays are likely due to the nature of the works. 
The Order will have a maximum duration of 18 months.    
For further information please contact Balfour Beatty Living Places on 01249 468582 (office hours) 
or 07900715776 (outside of office hours / duty manager).   
Sustainable Transport Group, County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge BA14 8JN   
3 March 2016    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wiltshire Council    
Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984   Temporary Closure of: C87 Sopworth Lane / 
The Street / Didmarton Road, Luckington and Sopworth (Ref: TTRO 4142)   
Notice is hereby given that the Wiltshire Council has made an Order to close temporarily to all 
traffic:   
C87 Sopworth Lane / The Street / Didmarton Road, Luckington and Sopworth; from its junction with 
B4040 Sherston Road in a northerly direction to the county boundary.   
To enable: Wiltshire Council to carry out surface dressing and associated works.   
Alternative route:   
Via A433 – C78 Knockdown Road - Sandpits Lane - B4040 Church Street / High Street / Brook Hill / 
Luckington Road / Sherston Road and vice versa.   
The closure and diversion route will be clearly indicated by traffic signs.   
This Order will come into operation on 3 March 2016 and it is anticipated that the closure will be 
required until 7 March 2016. It is anticipated that the works will take the stated duration to 
complete depending upon weather conditions. Access will be maintained for residents and 
businesses, although delays are likely due to the nature of the works. The Order will have a 
maximum duration of 18 months.    
For further information please contact Atkins on 01225 730360 (office hours) or 01225 777234 
(outside of office hours).   
Sustainable Transport Group, County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge BA14 8JN   
25 February 2016   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wiltshire Council    
Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984   Temporary Closure of: B4040 (Part) Sherston 
and Luckington (Ref: TTRO 4119)    
Notice is hereby given that the Wiltshire Council has made an Order to close temporarily to all 
traffic:    
B4040 (Part) Sherston and Luckington; from its junction with Sandpits Lane, Sherston to its junction 
with Sopworth Lane, Luckington.   
To enable: Wiltshire Council to carry out kerbing, carriageway resurfacing / patching work, road 
marking and adjustment of ironworks.   
Alternative route:   
Via B4040 (unaffected length) – C1 Wheelbarrow Lodge Road (Easton Grey to A433) – A433 – A46 – 
B4040 (unaffected length) and vice versa.   
The closure and diversion route will be clearly indicated by traffic signs.   
This Order will come into operation on 9 March 2016 and it is anticipated that the closure will be 
required daily between the hours of 07.00 and 18.00 for two days. It is anticipated that the works 
will take the stated duration to complete depending upon weather conditions. Access will be 
maintained for residents and businesses, although delays are likely due to the nature of the works. 
The Order will have a maximum duration of 18 months.    
For further information please contact Warren Jones (Atkins) on 01225 730366 (office hours) or 
07900715776 (outside of office hours / duty manager).   
Sustainable Transport Group, County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge BA14 8JN   
3 March 2016    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wiltshire Council    
Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984   Temporary Closure of: B4040 (Part) Sherston, 
Easton Grey, Brokenborough and Malmesbury (Ref: TTRO 4157)    
Notice is hereby given that the Wiltshire Council has made an Order to close temporarily to all 
traffic:    
B4040 (Part) Sherston, Easton Grey, Brokenborough and Malmesbury; from its junction with C27 
Tetbury Road, Sherston to its junction with UC Parklands, Malmesbury.   
To enable: Wiltshire Council to carry out kerbing, carriageway resurfacing / patching work, road 
marking and adjustment of ironworks.   
Alternative route:   
Via B4040 (unaffected length) – C68 Gloucester Road / Tetbury Hill – B4014 Tetbury Road – A433 – 
A46 – B4040 (unaffected length) and vice versa.   
The closure and diversion route will be clearly indicated by traffic signs.   
This Order will come into operation on 14 March 2016 and it is anticipated that the closure will be 
required daily between the hours of 07.00 and 18.00 for four days. It is anticipated that the works 
will take the stated duration to complete depending upon weather conditions. Access will be 
maintained for residents and businesses, although delays are likely due to the nature of the works. 
The Order will have a maximum duration of 18 months.    
For further information please contact Warren Jones (Atkins) on 01225 730366 (office hours) or 
07900715776 (outside of office hours / duty manager).   
Sustainable Transport Group, County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge BA14 8JN   
10 March 2016     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EMAIL FROM OLLIE PHIPPS – MALMESBURY COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT MANAGER 
 

Hello, 
Thank you for you attendance at last week’s Area Board Meeting. I hope you found it useful. 
It was great to see so many of you there. 
If you didn’t pick up a pack at the end of the meeting, get in touch and I can send one out. 
 
Please see attached the ‘How to’ guides, myself and Xina would like to meet with you ether 
at a Parish meeting, or set up another occasion to discuss how we can support you in 
running some of the aforementioned events. We are also holding funds for communities to 
apply for, to create something to mark the Queen’s Birthday. In one area we’re building a 
community shelter, in other area put in new play equipment. We have money to spend to 
improve facilities and equipment in your area, it would be great if we could do something in 
each parish and mark the Queen’s Birthday at the same time. Again please get in touch to 
meet with us and get plans off the ground. 
 
Furthermore, future meeting dates are as follows: 
 

 
Future Meeting Dates 

 
Wednesday, 2 March 2016 

7.00 pm 
Assembly Room - Town Hall, Cross Hayes, 

Malmesbury SN16 9BZ 
 

Wednesday, 4 May 2016 
7.00 pm 

Sherston Village Hall, High Street, Sherston, 
Malmesbury, Wiltshire, SN16 0LH 

 
Wednesday, 6 July 2016 

7.00 pm 
Malmesbury Town Hall, Cross Hayes, Malmesbury 

SN16 9BZ 

We look forward to hearing from you… 
 

Many Thanks, 

Ollie Phipps 

Community Engagement Manager 

Malmesbury Community Area 

Communities & Communications 

Postal Address: 

Wiltshire Council 

Monkton Park|Chippenham|SN15 1ER 



Organising a Street Party To celebrate The Queen’s 90th birthday!  
@WiltsCouncil www.facebook.com/WiltshireCouncil 
Your guide to 
In June 2016 the nation will celebrate The Queen’s 90th birthday. So why not get your neighbours 
and friends together and  join in the fun? 
In 2016 The Queen will be 90. There will be celebrations across the UK throughout the year 
including a concert, birthday parade and giant street party on The Mall.  
Communities all over the country will be holding  street parties on Sunday  12 June for The 
Queen’s birthday.   
In this guide you will find: • Getting started and registering your event • Health and safety • How 
to get your community involved • Check list • Useful contacts • Registration form 
 @ WiltsCouncil www.facebook.com/ WiltshireCouncil 
Keep in touch by social media 
Getting started To make it easy for you to organise a street party, this simple step by step guide 
will help you to plan and implement a party in your local area. Before you get started with 
planning your street party, speak to your community engagement manager, your town or parish 
council, other local groups, your neighbours and friends. Even though you may not know many 
details yet, it is good to see how your community will feel about the event. You will also be able to 
pick up a variety of ideas and shape the event to meet the requirements of those involved.   
Register your event Please complete a  registration form at  www.wiltshire.gov.uk/streetparty or 
complete the form at the back of this guide and send it to  areaboards@wiltshire.gov.uk 
How to organise a street party 
What is a street party? Street parties and fêtes are events organised  by residents who get 
together to arrange a  party for their neighbours. The main difference  between a small street 
party and fête and a larger  public event are listed below: 
Street parties and fêtes: • For residents/neighbours only • Publicity only to residents • No licenses 
normally necessary if music is incidental  and no selling is involved • No formal risk assessment is 
needed • Self-organised. Larger public events: • Anyone can attend • External publicity (such as in 
newspapers) • Licence usually needed • Insurance needed • Risk assessment common • 
Professional/skilled organisers. 
Points to consider 
• Street parties are an important part of British culture and history • Traditional street parties are 
held in the street, with the road closed off to traffic • They don’t necessarily have to take place in 
the street, but can be held in parks, gardens and even car parks • Street parties are usually only 
for residents of a certain predefined street(s) and residents are automatically invited due to their 
residency on the street • When a neighbourhood wishes to involve more people from the wider 
community, an open street party held in a communal space such as a local park would be more 
suitable • Communal recreation spaces, such as parks or village greens, are probably more suitable 
places for open street parties to be held and will save you the time and paperwork involved in 
closing a street. 
Parks and green open spaces If the park or green open space you intend to use is owned and 
managed by Wiltshire Council then contact the council’s  Environment Authorising Officer for 
permission on 01380 826335  or email kevin.oliver@wiltshire.gov.uk 
Closing streets If you want to close part of a street you will need to apply to Wiltshire Council for a 
Street Closure Order. There will be no charge for small street party road closures. For street 
parties held on the public highway contact your local Community Engagement Manager who will 
be able to supply you with the correct forms. Please note, depending on the street you wish to 
close you may incur costs for diversion signage. In these instances it may be preferable to find a 
communal area such as a park or school to hold your party. For all other property, permissions 
must be obtained from the appropriate land owner. If you are planning a closed street party it is 
preferable that you contact every resident to make them aware of your plans and so hopefully 



they will also help out with the planning arrangements. You can do this either by producing a 
short flyer or letter and delivering to every household or, if your street is small enough, actually 
speaking to residents door to door. 
What equipment will you need? • Tables and chairs • Knives, forks and spoons, (plastic may be 
better) • Highchairs if needed • BBQ if required • Bunting/decorations • Recycling bins with labels 
to encourage their use e.g. recycle plastic bottles, glass bottles and jars. • Rubbish bins and bin 
liners • Basic first aid kits • Gazebo to provide shelter. Speak to all those who will be attending, 
encouraging them to bring their own equipment, food and drink. This will hopefully ensure that 
there will be enough equipment and supplies for everyone. 
Handling the budget A small resident street party need not cost anything if people are willing to 
bring along equipment, food and drink. Alternatively, you may want to consider asking everyone 
for a donation. For larger events costs are likely to be higher, especially as insurance and licenses 
will need to be purchased. 
Make a site map Draw up a detailed site plan showing your entire event’s planned attractions and 
facilities. Include entrances and exits, vehicle diversion routes, walkways, emergency vehicle 
access and emergency evacuation routes. This information will be required to support your road 
closure application if you plan to hold you event on a public highway.  
Will you be having charity collections? If you want to collect money or sell articles in any street or 
public place for the benefit of charitable or other purposes, then you must have a street collection 
permit issued to you by Wiltshire Council. Please contact June Cooper on 01225 713042 or  email: 
june.cooper@wiltshire.gov.uk  
Will you need toilets? Due to the nature of the event it is unlikely that you will need to hire 
portable toilets. However, if your event is likely to attract large numbers of people then please use 
the table below to calculate how many portable toilets you will need.  
 Female Male For events with a duration of less than six hours 1 per 100 1 per 500, plus 1 urinal 
per 150 For events with a duration of six hours or more 1 per 85 1 per 425,  plus 1 urinal per 125 
Do you need waste disposal? Get everyone to help clear up after the party has finished – you can 
help this process by arranging litter bins around the site but make sure you recycle all that you 
can. As the event organiser you will be responsible for clearing all litter, waste and equipment 
from the street at the end of the party. As the event is a community event, organised by residents 
and attended by residents, the waste on this occasion, will be treated as household waste. Please 
take the waste home, recycle where possible and it will be collected on the normal waste 
collection day.  
What can you do about the noise? Noise can be annoying so make sure your event is not going to 
be a problem to nearby residential properties or businesses. Let the neighbours and businesses 
know in advance what your plans are, particularly the end time of the event. Advise them who to 
contact if there is a problem, preferably giving them a telephone number of someone who will be 
on-site. 
Will you be playing recorded music? As long as music is not advertised in advance to attract 
people, and you’re not making money, then there is no need for a licence for your music, whether 
it’s live or recorded. Ensure the music is classed as ‘background’ music and incidental to the event 
rather than being the main attraction. 
Will you be selling alcohol? The simplest method of supplying alcohol at streets parties is if 
everyone brings their own. A premises licence is not required as long as no sale takes place. If you 
do wish to sell alcohol at your event, you will need to apply for a Temporary Event Notice (TENS) 
provided your event will not exceed 499 people on site at any one time. Visit 
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/ temporaryeventnotices for more information.  
Will there be a theme? As the street party is for the Queen’s 90th Birthday; why not theme the 
street party around Great Britain and the Queen herself? Great Britain/ Union Jack themed party 
supplies are extremely easy to find. 



What about entertainment and activities? There is no need to pay for entertainment, instead 
utilise the local  talent in your street. Someone may play the guitar or another may perform a 
magic trick. It doesn’t really matter what it is, street parties are about neighbours coming together 
and sharing and celebrating one another’s talents. You may also want to look into what kind of 
structured activities or games could be provided at your street party. These could include: • Street 
cricket – a game the whole street can play; all you need is a bat, a tennis ball and a wheelie bin for 
the stumps • Traditional races – such as egg and spoon race or three legged race • Street quiz – 
test the knowledge of your neighbours • Best dressed garden competition • Fancy dress 
competition for the children – you may want to link this to the theme of the Queen’s birthday • 
Street tug-of-war, one side of the street against the other, or odds vs evens. Would you like to 
make your street party a regular event? If you’d like to stage the event again, speak to everyone 
who was involved at the first event and consider how you could improve the experience. If you 
would like to stage the event again, in the same place, then documents such as the risk 
assessment can be kept the same. 
Health and safety When organising a street party it is important that you contact the relevant 
people and check that you have permissions in place.  
Health and safety management Make someone responsible for all aspects of health and safety, 
but it needs to be someone who is ‘competent’ and understands the subject. 
Do you need a risk assessment? There is no need to complete a risk assessment form for a street 
party, however it is advisable to consider the risks and dangers of holding an event in your area. A 
risk assessment is needed for larger public events and if you intend to have a BBQ, bouncy castle 
or children’s amusement rides. Further advice can be sought from the council’s Environment 
Authorising Officer on 01380 826335 or email  kevin.oliver@wiltshire.gov.uk.  
Make a contingency plan What would happen if it rained on the day of the event? Could it be 
moved indoors? Would it have to be postponed? Get a contingency plan in place in case the 
preferred plan fails or an existing situation changes. 
Make sure you have a first aider present Make sure you have a basic first aid kit available. If the 
event attracts a large number of people contact your local ambulance service or voluntary first aid 
organisations such as the Red Cross or St John Ambulance for advice. They may even be able to 
provide cover and assistance. 
Do you need insurance? Most local authorities do not ask for public liability insurance for a small 
residential street party, but if you or Wiltshire Council suggests insurance would be a good idea 
you might find it helpful to check the Streets Alive website at www.streetparty.org.uk for further 
advice. Quotes for insurance start from as little as £50. The costs can always be split between 
residents, or you could hold a raffle or ask for donations to cover the expense.  
No fireworks, lasers or bonfires Please note that under no circumstances will it be permissible to 
have bonfires, fireworks or lasers of any nature at your community street party.  
Make sure you take fire precautions The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 applies to 
virtually all premises, including most buildings, structures and open spaces. This includes outdoor 
events. The ‘Order’ requires the organiser to make sure that a fire risk assessment is undertaken 
by a competent person. The risk assessment must identify the fire risks that can be removed or 
reduced, general fire precautions and people at special risk. Further advice on fire safety and risk 
assessments can be obtained at https://goo.gl/Bc03FV 
How to get the community involved 
How to let the community know the event is happening A good place to start would be to contact 
your town or parish council and any other local community groups that may want to support the 
event or can help you advertise it locally. A short flyer or letter could be made and delivered to 
every household or, if your street is small enough, actually speaking to residents door to door. 
Checklist The following checklist should help you to manage your street  party and remind you of 
any areas you may not have considered  when planning your event. 



Speak to the local community to get support Inform your community engagement manager, town 
or parish council Contact Wiltshire Council to close the relevant street (if required) or identify the 
location for your party and contact land owner Complete event registration form Complete risk 
assessment (if required) Adequate fire precautions arranged Arrange public liability insurance (if 
required) Arrange adequate first aid Make a site plan and contingency plan Arrange toilets (if 
required) Arrange litter disposal with residents Alcohol license purchased (if needed) Source all 
the equipment you need Ensure health and safety actions are in place Promote your event to your 
local community 
Frequently Asked Questions 
Q. Do we need public liability insurance? A. You do not need public  liability insurance cover for  a 
small community event, but  if Wiltshire Council suggests  insurance would be a good idea  you 
might find it helpful to check  the Streets Alive website at  www.streetparty.org.uk  for further 
advice. 
Q. Do we need a license? A. A license is only needed for selling alcohol or providing specific types 
of entertainment. Organising a small, community event such as a street party will generally not 
include activities that need a license. 
Q. Do we need to clean up afterwards? A. Yes, you will need to arrange the collection and disposal 
of the litter you collect.  
Q. Do we need a permit to serve food? A. No - as a private event, you do not need a licence under 
the Licensing Act 2003 to sell food, unless you wanted to sell hot food and drink only after 11pm. 
Remember, you can always ask your neighbours to bake a cake, make a sandwich, or bring food to 
share with one another. This is also a good way to bring different groups of people together. 
Q. We’re having a tombola/raffle – do we need permission? A. Probably not. If the tombola/raffle 
tickets are sold on the day and the prizes are not worth more than £500 in total then it will be 
exempt from gambling regulations. However, if tickets are sold in advance of the event, you will 
need a lottery registration, but do speak to your council first. Any proceeds from the 
tombola/raffle must go to a good cause such as a charity, or even to cover the cost of your party. 
Alternatively, if you did want to raise some money for your local church or charity, you can always 
ask people for donations. 
Registering your event Please complete this form or provide the  following information by email at 
least two weeks  before your planned event and send it to areaboards@wiltshire.gov.uk 
Name of organiser: Organisation (if applicable): Email address: Contact address: 
Telephone number (daytime): Telephone number (evening): Location of event: 
Useful contacts General advice on event safety / permission to use council land: Environment 
Authorising Officer – Wiltshire Council  Tel: 01380 826335 Mob: 07825 400377  Email: 
kevin.oliver@wiltshire.gov.uk Your Community Engagement Manager (CEM)  Contact details for 
your CEM can be found online: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/community_engagement_managers.pdf 
Traffic orders Tel: 01225 756573 Email: TrafficOrders@wiltshire.gov.uk Risk Assessments: 
Environment Authorising Officer Tel: 01380 826335 Avoiding complaints of noise Tel: 0300 
4560107 Environmental Protection Service Email: publicprotectionwest@wiltshire.gov.uk Media: 
Communications Team Email: communications@wiltshire.gov.uk 
A legacy for Wiltshire 2012 was a fabulous year for  Great Britain; it was also a great year for 
Wiltshire. Our communities came together and celebrated the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, the 
Olympic Games and followed the Olympic Torch relay as it travelled  through the county. These 
events had a huge impact on our communities and the local economy. A Legacy Steering Board 
was established to make sure we built on the successful relationships that were developed and to 
ensure that a real legacy for the future was created with  the following aims: • bringing 
communities together to deliver  events and activities • keeping the economy invigorated • 
getting more people more active through  sport and leisure • increasing the access to arts and 
culture across the county. 
 



Celebrating the Olympics Your guide to… Wiltshire’s Big Pledge –  The Road to Rio Challenge 
What will you achieve to make a difference to your health and wellbeing in 2016? 
The Road to Rio 
#BigPledge Facebook.com/WiltshireBigPledge  
Getting involved – 2016 Rio Olympics and Paralympics As the 2016 Rio Olympics and Paralympics are 
taking place this year, Wiltshire will be hosting a variety of events and activities to celebrate. 
Carnival themed entertainment along with vibrant colours and Brazilian music will be part of the 
excitement in encouraging people from all ages to become more active and to get involved in the 
Olympic year celebrations.  
So, what’s happening? •  The Big Pledge ‘Road to Rio’ – as you will have read so far, The Big Pledge 
for 2016 is all about getting active and facing your sporting challenges so get involved and give it a 
go! •  School games will be held across the county, get in touch with your local school to find out 
what they are doing. Individual and multiple schools put on outdoor athletic events for their 
children, interschool games allow children from different schools to compete against each other, 
meet new people and have fun doing sport. •  Cycle Wiltshire will once again take place in Salisbury 
on 7 and 8 May and the event village will have a Rio theme for this year. Why not take on your own 
sporting challenge and participate in the sportive or enjoy a great family fun day out at the event?  
Visit www.cyclewiltshire.org.uk. •  Wiltshire Council will once again be handing out grants to up and 
coming athletes in the county through Funding Future Olympians and Paralympians grant scheme. 
The annual fundraising dinner will take place in March, could you donate a raffle or auction prize for 
this fantastic cause? Contact events@wiltshire.gov.uk if you would like to contribute and item or 
experience. •  The annual Wiltshire Sports Awards will take place in October and will be an 
opportunity to showcase Wiltshire athletes who have competed in Rio.  
2016 will be an opportunity to bring together communities from across Wiltshire and celebrate the 
success of our Olympians and Paralympians.  
Wiltshire’s athletes to look out for 
Ed McKeever – Sprint Kayak – Bradford on Avon Who can forget Ed McKeever’s Gold medal win in 
London 2012 in the K1 200m and his homecoming celebration in Bradford on Avon! He now has his 
sights set on retaining is Olympic title in Rio!   
Stephanie Millward – Swimming – Corsham Corsham’s Stephanie Millward medal haul at the London 
2012 Paralympics included four silver medals and a bronze.  The following years she has won 
multiple medals at World and European Championships In September 2015 Stephanie was selected 
for the Rio and is now in training with her sights set on more Paralympic glory!  
Aaron Moores – Swimming Trowbridge’s Aaron Moore had an international breakthrough game at 
the London 2012 Paralympics when he won a silver medal in the men’s S14 100m Backstroke. Two 
bronze medals at the World and European Championships. He is now focussed on gaining team 
selection for Rio. 
Laura Halford – Rhythmic Gymnastics Cricklade’s Laura Halford is the reigning British Rhythmic 
Gymnastics champion and three medals at the 2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow. Laura was 
named 2014 Wiltshire Sports Personality of the Year and also won the Carwyn Jones Welsh Young 
Sportswoman of the Year.  
Tom Reed – Judo Tom Reed from Devizes won a silver medal in the Men’s 81kg at the 2014 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow. He recently had to undergo surgery on his elbow but is now back 
in training and will be hoping to gain selection for Rio.  
Danny Talbot – Athletics Trowbridge’s Danny Talbot is a 200m sprinter who won a bronze at the 
2012 European Championships. He became British 200m Champion in 2014 and won 4 x100m gold 
at the 2014 European Championships and 4 x 100m at the Commonwealth Games. He will be aiming 
to gain team selection or the Rio Olympics.   
Hannah Brown – Sprint Kayak 2015 saw Melksham’s Hannah Brown’s best season yet racing K1 and 
K2. She was named 2015 Wiltshire Sports Personality of the Year. Hannah is a member of the GB 
Canoeing senior team who are aiming to compete at the Rio Olympics in 2016. 



Philip Marsh – Fencing Bradford on Avon’s Phillip Marsh exploded on the international scene in 2011 
when he won the World Junior Championships, the first British fencer to do so in 30 years! Having 
taken a year out in 2013 to train at the elite fencing academy in Paris, Philip is now ranked British 
Number 2 and will aiming for Rio selection this year.  
Lauren Booth – Cycling Chippenham’s Lauren Booth is one to watch for the future in the world of 
para cycling. She is a member of the British Cycling GB Academy. Her successes include a National 
Champion title and British and World records. At only 15 years old she is too young to compete in 
Rio this year so has her sights firmly set on Toyko in 2020. Dan Bethell – Badminton Chippenham’s 
Dan Bethell is the British and World Number 1 in singles and is a member of the Elite England Squad. 
In 2014 he became European Champion in the Men’s singles. Last year’s announcement that para 
badminton will be included at the Toyko Paralympics Dan is now focused long-term  on 2020. 
Many of Wiltshire’s future Olympians and Paralympians have benefitted from the Funding Future 
Olympians and Paralympians programme. To see the full list of athletes who have benefitted from 
this fantastic grant scheme visit  www.fundingfutureolympians.org.uk/grant-recipients. To follow 
our athletes progress follow @Sport4Wiltshire on Twitter. 
Wiltshire’s Big Pledge is now in its third year and is your opportunity to get active and achieve 
something big! The Big Pledge returns in 2016 and with it being and Olympic year, you can really 
make a difference to your health and wellbeing.  You can take part on your own, as part of a team 
and as part of your community. Wiltshire’s Big Pledge is a campaign endorsed by Wiltshire Council’s 
Legacy Board and is part of the ongoing work to encourage thriving local communities and for 
Wiltshire residents to lead healthier and more active lives. 
The aim of the campaign is to: • make a difference to an individual’s health and wellbeing • make a 
difference to the health and wellbeing of the local community 
@BigPledge www.Facebook.com/ WiltshireBigPledge  
Keep in touch by  social media 
In this guide you will find: • Getting started and how to sign up  for Wiltshire’s Big Pledge • Details of 
Wiltshire’s Big Pledge  Road to Rio Challenges  • Sprint Row Championships • How to get your 
community involved • Checklist  
Getting started To make it easier for you to take part in the Big Pledge, we have produced this 
simple guide to help you and your community get involved. As it is an Olympic year the theme for 
this year’s Big Pledge is The Road to Rio and you can participate from 4 June – 29 July 2016. You can 
enter as an individual or team from 2 May 2016, and this year all 18 community areas in Wiltshire 
will be in competition to see who can travel the furthest and make it all the way to Rio de Janeiro. 
When signing up you will be asked to enter your postcode, this will allow all your activity to be 
added to your community and contribute towards your community area’s distance. As the 
challenges progress you will be able to see how your area is doing.  For all challenges there is a gold, 
silver and bronze level – so why not test yourself and go for gold in 2016. 
Sign up for The Big Pledge  Road to Rio challenge Registration will open in 2 May 2016 and you can  
enter online by visiting www.wiltshire.gov.uk/bigpledge. Individuals can sign up for the Running, 
Cycling, Swimming, Walking, Junior Sports and Ultimate Sports Challenges to take part in a virtual 
journey to Rio. Teams can sign up for the Road to Rio challenge to complete the actual distance 
between London and Rio by running, swimming, cycling or walking as a combined entry.  Whether 
you decide to take part as an individual or as part of a team you may wish to use the Big Pledge as an 
opportunity to raise money for a local charity or cause. This can help give you the extra motivation 
and support you need to help reach your goal. Once you have entered, you can continue to log your 
activity online to keep a record of your individual achievement. To measure your distance you can 
use a health/activity tracker or download a free smartphone app. As you add your distance you will 
be able to see how far you have travelled, along with how far your community has gone. You will 
also be able to see how your community is getting on compared to the other  17 areas. 
The Big Pledge challenge 
The challenges and distances are:  



Challenges Bronze distance 
Silver distance 
Gold distance 
Road to Rio (club, business, community group or school – Team only) 
3000km 6000km 9281km 
Running Challenge (Individuals) 50km 120km 200km 
Cycling Challenge (Individuals) 200km 400km 600km 
Swimming Challenge (Individuals) 20km 35km 50km 
Walking Challenge* (Individuals) 100km 200km 300km 
Junior Sports Challenge* (Individuals 15 years and under) 
80km 150km 200km 
Ultimate Sports Challenge* (Individuals or Team) 
800km 1500km 2016km 
*The first 1,000 people to register for this challenge you will receive a free pedometer. 
All participants that achieve at least the bronze level of their challenge will receive a certificate and 
will be invited to a presentation event. All of the individual participants who achieve the gold 
distance in their challenge will be entered in to a prize draw for the chance to win a year’s free 
leisure centre membership. The community that travels the furthest will win an award – could your 
community be awarded the Big Pledge Community Challenge Winners in 2016? The 20 stages of the 
Big Pledge journey starts in London and stops at a number of previous Olympic host cities including 
Athens, Paris, Munich, Moscow, Beijing, Sydney, Los Angeles and finishes at the 2016 host city Rio de 
Janeiro 
Road to Rio sprint row championships In addition to the Big Pledge challenge you can also take part 
in a Sprint Row Championships at your local leisure centre. This is a knock out competition over 2016 
metres with heats, semis and a final. 
Date Stage Venue 4–26 June 2016 Heats Individual leisure centres 9–10 July 2016 Semis Springfield, 
Corsham (North), Five Rivers, Salisbury (South) and Calne (East) Castle Place (West) 23 July 2016 
Final Atrium, County Hall  (TBC) 
For more information on when the stages will take place at your local leisure centre and to enter 
visit www.wiltshire.gov.uk/bigpledge 
How to get your community involved Why not contact family, friends, colleagues and neighbours 
and encourage them to sign up to take part? If you usually exercise on your own or at the gym, why 
not arrange a group activity to run, walk or cycle in the beautiful Wiltshire countryside as part of a 
group. If you would prefer to join an existing club or group visit  www.activewiltshire.org.uk and 
search for an activity taking place in your local area. This is a great way to socialise and meet new 
people whilst keeping active.  
Checklist 
Select your challenge and enter your challenge online Get active and start your challenge Upload 
your progress online Get others involved – how is your community doing compared to the other 
community areas? Complete your challenge Attend award presentation evening Feel proud for what 
you have achieved – well done! See how else you can get involved and support the Olympics and 
Paralympics 2016 
 
A legacy for Wiltshire 2012 was a fabulous year for  Great Britain; it was also a great year for 
Wiltshire. Our communities came together and celebrated the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, the 
Olympic Games and followed the Olympic Torch relay as it travelled  through the county. These 
events had a huge impact on our communities and the local economy. A Legacy Steering Board was 
established to make sure we built on the successful relationships that were developed and to ensure 
that a real legacy for the future was created with  the following aims: • bringing communities 
together to deliver  events and activities • keeping the economy invigorated • getting more people 
more active through  sport and leisure • increasing the access to arts and culture across the county. 



Your guide to… Clean for The Queen Organise a litter picking event in your community to celebrate  
The Queen’s 90th Birthday!  
What better way could we show our gratitude to  Her Majesty than to clean up our county? Clean 
for The Queen is a campaign to clear up Britain in time for Her Majesty The Queen’s 90th birthday, 
which will be officially celebrated in June 2016. The campaign was launched by Country Life 
magazine in partnership with Keep Britain Tidy in a bid to rally volunteers across the country to clean 
up their  local areas. When The Queen came to the throne, litter was not the problem that it is 
today. Food packaging, plastic bottles, takeaway meals and cigarette butts have all contributed to a 
growing menace that affects our wildlife, streets, countryside and sense of pride. Take part in the 
Clean for The Queen weekend on 4, 5 and 6 March 2016. 
In this guide you will find: • Getting started and registering your event • Health and safety • How to 
get your community involved • Check list • Useful contacts • Registration form 
@ CleanForTheQueen @ WiltsCouncil www.facebook.com/ WiltshireCouncil 
Keep in touch by social media 
Getting started To make it easy for you to take part in Clean for The Queen, this simple guide will 
help you hold a litter picking event in your local area. Before you start planning your litter picking 
event, speak to your community engagement manager, your town or parish council, other local 
groups, your neighbours and friends. Even though you may not know many details yet, it is good to 
see how your community will feel about the event. Through consulting with your local community 
you will also be able to pick up a variety of ideas and shape the event to meet the requirements of 
those involved.  
Consider the location of your litter pick It may be helpful to make a sketch map of the area to be 
tackled and note where the litter collection point will be. If you are expecting a large number of 
people, you may also want to identify a first aid and lost and found point. Mark on the map the 
location of any toilets and any other useful amenities. Volunteers could be separated into groups 
and given different routes in order to maximize litter picking. If the land or property you intend to 
use is council owned please contact the council’s corporate events co-ordinator on 01380 826335 or  
email corporateevents@wiltshire.gov.uk For all other property, permission must be obtained from 
the appropriate land owner. 
Event management We suggest one person takes overall responsibility for organising the litter 
picking event. You may like to join forces with a local school, community groups or businesses. 
How to arrange for your litter to be collected You will be responsible for all the litter you have 
collected and clearing up after the event.  You can arrange for the litter to be collected by Wiltshire 
Council by contacting the council’s highways team at  localhighways@wiltshire.gov.uk or  on 0300 
4560105. Encourage volunteers to separate the materials they collect as much as possible so that 
the rubbish collected can be recycled where possible. You may want to use different coloured bags 
for recyclables and general rubbish.  
Register your event Please complete a registration form at www.wiltshire.gov.uk/ cleanforthequeen 
or complete the form at the back of this guide and send it to areaboards@wiltshire.gov.uk. This will 
allow us to support your  event and send you resources to assist with your litter  picking event. 
Health and safety 
Equipment will you need To help you get started, Wiltshire Council will provide  your community 
area with an equipment starter kit  including: • Litter pickers • High visibility tabards • Bin/recycling 
bags • First aid kit • Protective gloves • Anti-bacterial wipes • Safety container for the collection of 
glass or  sharp objects • String/sticky tape. 
Risk assessment You will need to conduct a full risk assessment of the area before the litter pick 
takes place. If the event is on the council’s land, the council will need to see the risk assessment 
before the event takes place. A risk assessment form will be sent to you when you register your 
event. Further advice can be sought from the council’s corporate events  co-ordinator on 01380 
826335 or  email corporateevents@wiltshire.gov.uk 



Make sure you have a first aider present Please ensure someone is responsible for all aspects of 
health and safety. It must be someone who is ‘competent’ and understands the subject. A basic first 
aid kit will be provided for small litter picking events and a qualified first aider must be present. If 
the event attracts a large number of people contact your local ambulance service or voluntary first 
aid organisations such as the Red Cross or St John Ambulance for advice. They may even be able to 
provide cover and assistance.  
Public liability insurance Obtaining public liability insurance is very important and strongly 
recommended. This will provide cover for your legal liability arising from accidental damage or injury 
that may occur during the event, including damage or injury to a member of the public or their 
property. If you have representatives from your local town or parish council or school, it is possible 
that insurance is already in place, but it is important to check that litter picking activity is covered 
under such insurance. 
Make a contingency plan What would happen if bad weather was forecast on the day of the event? 
Would it have to be postponed? How would you let people know if it is postponed? Get a 
contingency plan in place in case the preferred plan fails or the situation changes. 
How to get your community involved 
How to let your community know the event is happening A good place to start would be to contact 
your town or parish council, your community engagement manager and any other local community 
groups that may want to support the event or can help you advertise it locally. Do you have a town 
or parish magazine you could advertise it in? Are their local notice boards where could you display 
posters in your community?  
Get together your volunteers Publicise the event locally – contact friends and neighbours, 
encouraging them to sign up to take part. Consider speaking to community groups and local 
volunteers who may be interested in joining in. Search  
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/wiltshireclubsandorganisationsdirectory to find out more. You can also 
contact your local community engagement manager for help and support,  visit 
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/community_engagement_managers.pdf  for more information.  
Would you like to make your litter pick a regular event? If you’d like to stage the event again, speak 
to everyone who was involved in the first event and consider how you could improve the 
experience. If you would like to stage the event again, in the same place, then documents such as 
the risk assessment can be reused. If you are planning to continue your environmental work after 
your  Clean for The Queen weekend, you may wish to try and secure sponsorship. Local companies 
may well be interested in supporting your clean up by donating money or equipment. Alternatively, 
money can be raised through fundraising events e.g. car boot sale, summer fair, car wash etc. 
Checklist The following checklist should help you to manage your litter pick and remind you of any 
areas you may not have considered when planning your event.  
Speak to the local community to get support Speak to your community engagement manager town 
or parish council Identify the location you want to clean and contact land owner Arrange litter 
disposal Complete event registration form Complete risk assessment Arrange public liability 
insurance Arrange adequate first aid Make a site plan and contingency plan Arrange to collect your 
equipment Ensure health and safety actions are in place Promote your event to your local 
community 
Registering your event Please complete this form or provide the following information by email at 
least two weeks before your planned event and send it to  areaboards@wiltshire.gov.uk The council 
will look at what you are proposing and process your application before contacting you regarding 
the next steps including details of your equipment collection. 
Name of organiser: Organisation (if applicable): Email address: Contact address: 
Telephone number (daytime): Telephone number (evening): Location of event: 
Are you working with any organisations/school? (Please provide details) 
Useful contacts 



General advice on event safety and risk assessment/permission to use council land: Corporate 
Events Co-ordinator, Wiltshire Council  Tel: 01380 734698 Mob: 07825 400377  Email: 
kevin.oliver@wiltshire.gov.uk 
First Aid: Great Western Ambulance Service – Tel: 01249 858500 St John Ambulance – Tel: 01380 
728362 British Red Cross Society – Tel: 01793 859930 
Waste Disposal: Wiltshire Council’s Highways Team – localhighways@wiltshire.gov.uk Tel: 0300 456 
0105 
Hazardous Waste: Environment Agency (24 hour hotline) – Tel: 0800 80 70 60 
Avoiding complaints of noise: Environmental Protection service – 
publicprotectionwest@wiltshire.gov.uk 
Press Releases: Communications Team – communications@wiltshire.gov.uk 
A legacy for Wiltshire 2012 was a fabulous year for  Great Britain; it was also a great year for 
Wiltshire. Our communities came together and celebrated the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, the 
Olympic Games and followed the Olympic Torch relay as it travelled  through the county. These 
events had a huge impact on our communities and the local economy. A Legacy Steering Board was 
established to make sure we built on the successful relationships that were developed and to ensure 
that a real legacy for the future was created with  the following aims: • bringing communities 
together to deliver  events and activities • keeping the economy invigorated • getting more people 
more active through  sport and leisure • increasing the access to arts and culture across the county. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Bus service consultation View this email in your browser  

 

 

 

Bus service consultation 
 

 

Dear Our Community Matters readers, 

 

We are undertaking a review of our subsidised bus 

services in Wiltshire and we want to have your views 

on this important area. 

   

 

Take the survey 

  

Wiltshire Council currently spends £5.1 million a 

year supporting bus routes that would not be 

commercially viable on their own. This supports 

nearly half of all bus journeys in Wiltshire and is a 

level of support well above surrounding counties. 

Due to financial pressure the Council can no longer 

guarantee this level of support and is therefore 

looking at a number of options to reduce the number 

of bus routes it supports. As yet no decisions have 

been taken. We want your views so we can make 

the right decision so please take the survey below, it 

should take no more than 5 minutes and all your 

responses will be treated as confidential. Whether 

you are a regular bus user or one who rarely uses a 

bus it’s important you have your say.  

  

Please note that around 50% of bus services in 

  

 

 

Have your say on a review of 

subsidised bus services in 

Wiltshire. 

 

About the survey: 

You have received this survey 

because you have previously 

signed up to your local 

Community Area News services 

and aksed to be kept informed 

about what is happening in your 

part of Wiltshire. 

 

If you have any questions about 

the survey, please email us. 

 

Deadline: 

 

Your comments need to be 

submitted by 5pm on 4 April 2016. 

 

Partners:  

Wiltshire Council  

Wiltshire Police 

http://us5.campaign-archive1.com/?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=ec4563f33b&e=625fd887f4
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=ae675d419c&e=625fd887f4
mailto:passengertransport@wiltshire.gov.uk?subject=Wiltshire%20Local%20Transport%20Plan%20-%20Public%20Transport%20Strategy%20Review
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=ad77da3192&e=625fd887f4
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=b7d204165a&e=625fd887f4
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=0970b3826e&e=625fd887f4
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=6cbed80044&e=625fd887f4


 

Wiltshire are operated commercially by the main bus 

operators and are not under threat, as they do not 

need a subsidy to run. If you need to look at which 

routes could be affected you can find this on the 

consultation portal under 'supporting documents'.  

 

Take the survey 

  

Many thanks 

 

Passenger Transport Team 

  

 

Wiltshire Fire & Rescue 

Wiltshire Public Health 
   

 

 

 

Share  
 

 

 

Tweet  
 

 

 

Share  
 

 

 

+1  
 

 

 

Forward to Friend  
 

 

  

 

Copyright © 2016 Wiltshire Council, All rights 

reserved. 

You are receiving this newsletter in our new format 

because you are on the Area Board's community 

area network. 

 

Our mailing address is: 

Wiltshire Council 

Bourne Hill 

Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 3UZ  

United Kingdom 

 

Add us to your address book 

 

 

 

Do more... 

unsubscribe from this list  

update subscription preferences 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=cddefe591e&e=625fd887f4
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=d5b7eecf79&e=625fd887f4
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=0201160f56&e=625fd887f4
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=74d83751b1&e=625fd887f4
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=32e65111bf&e=625fd887f4
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=ced161a7df&e=625fd887f4
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=91ff0a2e88&e=625fd887f4
http://us5.forward-to-friend1.com/forward?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=ec4563f33b&e=625fd887f4
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage1.com/vcard?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=de2ceefbae
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=de2ceefbae&e=625fd887f4&c=ec4563f33b
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage2.com/profile?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=de2ceefbae&e=625fd887f4
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=54942386c1&e=625fd887f4
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=6447327f10&e=625fd887f4
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=6d71b8e43a&e=625fd887f4
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=c85c529644&e=625fd887f4
http://us5.forward-to-friend1.com/forward?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=ec4563f33b&e=625fd887f4
http://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=4261090a24&e=625fd887f4


EMAIL FROM SARAH COOKSEY WOOD RE:  LITTER PICKERS 
 
 
Hello Vicky ,  
We are quite lucky here as we do have a few regular litter Pickers,, however our main one is a chap 
called Pat who started off a few years ago . We bought him a litter picker however after he was 
doing about 15 hours and was emptying out bins in the park the parish council started paying him, 
just a small monthly amount and more as a goodwill gesture as the council realised how much the 
the council / village needed him. What else we found useful was popping an advert in our village 
magazine ( which we still do now and again) saying the parish council would buy a litter picker for 
any of those who wanted one, we had three people ask for them and they still can be seen picking 
the odd bit of litter up around the village , none of anyone I have mentioned pick up ' dog poo' . Dog 
fouling still remains a hot topic in the village !  We have found unfortunately the we do have to pay 
for more and more things that Wiltshire Council used to do, not just litter picking but I think that is 
just the way things are going sadly ! 
 
Nice to talk to you Vicky and  let me know if I can help further in any way  
Best wishes  
Sarah  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
EMAIL FROM CPRE WILTSHIRE – BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 
 
Dear Parish Clerks, 
 
I should like to draw your attention, and that of your parish councillors and other villagers, to the 
forthcoming Wiltshire Best Kept Village Competition for 2016.  Several of you have already indicated 
(without prompting!) that you will be entering this year but I thought that an early notification to all 
potential entrants could be helpful.  Note that this email is not the invitation to enter; that will 
follow in February. 
 
As usual there will be NO financial cost payable to CPRE for making an entry.  This year I shall be 
happy to accept entries by email and/or paper, which might make it slightly easier for you. 
 
We are in the process of confirming sponsors for this year’s competition and NFU Mutual have 
already agreed to be one sponsor, so I am confident that prizes of £200 to £60 for overall winners, 
runners-up and third places at County level will again be on offer. 
 
Last year’s competition was a great success as usual.  It was noticeable that those who did well 
benefitted from engaging some of their village community organisations.  In this way the work to 
prepare was shared by many people, rather than being the responsibility of just a few members of 
the parish council.  The other benefit of course is that preparing for judging can bring your 
community closer together and even be an enjoyable experience! 
 
The timings for this year’s competition are similar to those of recent years: 

 The invitation to enter will be sent by late-February. 

 We will offer two briefings with guidance for preparation (and hopefully a useful non-BKVC 
topic as well) in March.  One will be in the northern half of Wiltshire and the other will be in 
the south. 

 The entry deadline is 16th April.  Please ensure that you enter by then, and ideally 
sooner.  Late entries can create significant and unfair problems for the allocation and 
briefing of our panel of volunteer judges, and might have to be rejected especially if they 
would be unfair to those villages that entered on time. 

 Judging for the first (District) round will take place from late-May to mid-June. 

 Judging for the second (County) round and for the Laurence Kitching Award will take place in 
the first half of July. 

 The presentation day will be in September or early-October, depending upon the availability 
of our President, the Lord-Lieutenant of Wiltshire.  I shall confirm this date as soon as 
possible. 

 
I do hope that you will decide to enter this very worthwhile competition and I look forward to 
receiving many entries! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Mike Manson 

 
Mike Manson 
Deputy Secretary 

01380 722157 
 



PROTECT WILTSHIRE  

EMAIL FROM ADRIAN HAMPTON – Re: PARISH STEWARD SCHEME 

 

 

Dear Parish, Town and City Council(s) 

Parish Steward Scheme 

  
Whilst the council has operated the Parish Steward Scheme previously, it continues to 
develop the arrangements and seek improvements. 
  
The below details the current understanding of the new arrangements.  It is anticipated 
that it will take the incoming contractor a number of months to fully implement the 
scheme, as training will be required, new vehicles supplied and staff will need to learn the 
new procedures.   
  
The council will expect the scheme to be fully operational by the summer. 
  
The Parish Steward Scheme will: 
  

1. Have clear visibility and be immediately associated with the Council 
2. Comprise personnel who combine excellent communication skills with sound 

technical knowledge 

3. Strive for the highest standards of integrity and quality of service 

4. Engage Town and Parish Councils and members of the Councils in identifying and 
addressing local concerns 

5. Deliver a high frequency of visit with duration according to local needs 
  
Programmes will be published. These will be sent to the appointed Parish or Town Council 
contact and to members of Wiltshire Council via the Local Highways Newsletter. The 
Newsletter includes seasonal advice and news and information on the scheme. 
  
The programmes will be structured to provide a number of visits each year. 
  
During May and August visits are conducted without prescribed dates. This break enables 
Stewards to respond rapidly around their area to collaborate to achieve greater objectives or 
simply to introduce a higher degree of flexibility to the programmes to accommodate annual 
leave. 
  
During May ,grass and other small plants grow very quickly indeed. This can create safety 
concerns at road junctions and other sensitive locations. It is very important that the Parish 
Stewards are enabled to address this need.  
  
Ragwort is an invasive weed with a nasty tendency to bring about accumulative liver failure 
in horses and other creatures exposed to it. The Council has maintained a determined effort 
to reduce this plant’s presence to a minimum. During the end of June or start of July one 
week is allowed for Parish Stewards and some other resources to remove these plants for 
incineration. Stewards are of course active in removing this plant at other times as a general 
duty. 
  
There has always been a need to focus the available public resources on safety matters. It 
has always been equally clear that all communities respond to the tidy appearance of public 



and private property. During August Parish Stewards are assigned to the latter area. Hand 
rails, bollards, parapet rails and ancient mile posts will be prepared and re-painted. When 
combined with the general duties of traffic sign cleaning the appearance of much of the 
highway scene it will allow an improved asset. This work is both valuable and popular and 
makes a clear statement of Wiltshire Council’s interest in all of its communities. 

  

Throughout the year a wide variety of emergencies occur across the 2,400 miles of 
Wiltshire roads. Parish Stewards can move quickly to respond to these problems. The 
vehicles specially chosen for their proven record of strength and durability. Parish 
Stewards work to support emergency services where the need occurs. This may be 
managing traffic, clearing plants and clearing up resultant debris. 

  

During the winter months the twenty Parish Stewards participate fully in keeping as much 
of the county’s network clear and as free of ice as possible.  

  

Throughout the year the weather provides the service with a multitude of challenges; 
flooding, land slips, fallen trees and collapsed buildings to name but a few. The Parish 
Stewards work with other resources to meet these challenges whenever or wherever they 
present themselves. 

  

The Parish Stewards is the first line of resource in meeting the demands of highway 
maintenance. Parish Stewards are supported by many other resources, most managed 
locally and a few as a part of annual programmes. 

  

The Parish Steward Scheme is a mobile works scheme comprising elements of 
programmed, seasonal and responsive work. The scheme achieves greater efficiency by 
having as much work as possible programmed in advance. 

  

Programmed work offers minimal travelling time with maximum time at the place of 
work. Every effort is needed to move as much responsive work into a programme as can 
be done. 

  

The Parish Steward Work lists are programmed in the Local Highway Office. The lists 
comprise input from Area Highway staff with the Town and Parish Councils.  

  

Parish and town councils have already been given priority sheets.  This allows them in 
advance of any visit to advise the Parish Stewards (through the Area Office) of the local 
priority work needing to be completed. 

  

Parish Stewards will also have access to the MyWiltshire reporting system.  Allowing 
them in real time to receive reports and feedback on works undertaken.  
  

  
Parish and Town Council Involvement Evenings 

  
The council is running its annual town and parish council involvement evenings in April. 



  
We would be pleased to see you all there.  We have put indicative areas to venues, but you 
are most welcome to choose a more convenient alternative if you wish. 
  
The usual topics will be discussed, but this year we have the new: highway contract and 
arrangements; contact arrangements following the split in services; parish and town council 
involvement initiatives; public convenience policy.  
  
The dates and times of the events are listed below. 
  
Please could you confirm your attendance with your local Coordinator by the 1st March 
2016. 

Community Area Board Date Time Location 

Amesbury Wed 

20 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

City Hall, Salisbury 

Salisbury Wed 

20 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

City Hall, Salisbury 

Southern Wed 

20 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

City Hall, Salisbury 

South West Wed 

20 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

City Hall, Salisbury 

Warminster Tues 

12 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

County Hall, 

Trowbridge 

Westbury Tues 

12 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

County Hall, 

Trowbridge 

Melksham Tues 

12 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

County Hall, 

Trowbridge 



Bradford on Avon Tues 

12 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

County Hall, 

Trowbridge 

Trowbridge Tues 

12 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

County Hall, 

Trowbridge 

Corsham Tues 

19 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

Council Offices, 

Monkton Park, 

Chippenham 

Malmesbury Tues 

19 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

Council Offices, 

Monkton Park, 

Chippenham 

Chippenham Tues 

19 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

Council Offices, 

Monkton Park, 

Chippenham 

Calne Tues 

19 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

Council Offices, 

Monkton Park, 

Chippenham 

Royal Wootton Basset and Cricklade Tues 

19 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

Council Offices, 

Monkton Park, 

Chippenham 

Pewsey Wed 6 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

Kennet House, 

Hopton Industrial 

Estate, Devizes 

Devizes Wed 6 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

Kennet House, 

Hopton Industrial 

Estate, Devizes 

Marlborough Wed 6 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

Kennet House, 

Hopton Industrial 

Estate, Devizes 

Tidworth Wed 6 

April 

2016 

1910hrs – 

2100hrs 

Kennet House, 

Hopton Industrial 

Estate, Devizes 



  
  

Public Convenience Consultation 

  
The council has only received one notification that a parish council is not interested in taking 
on the service.  Wiltshire Council is now exploring the details of any transfer with the 
remaining interested parish and town councils.   
  
The public convenience survey concluded on the 11th December 2015 and the council has 
now had the opportunity to consider the findings. 
  
I summarise the salient results below: 
  

1. We have circa 500 responses to the survey. 

2. Over 95% of the responses were completed by residents. 

3. Over 65% of those surveyed wished the facilities delegated to town and parish 
councils. 

4. Just under 60% wanted better signage at public buildings to show if toilets were 
available. 

5. A Community Toilet Scheme assisted by small grants should be introduced to 
encourage local businesses to open up their facilities to general users. 

6. As you would expect there were concerns stated regarding any possible closure of 
facilities. 

  
Urban Grass Cutting Arrangements 

  
The grass season is once again upon us.  Wiltshire Council and the Landscape Group have 
met to discuss the urban cutting arrangements for this year. 
  
I am sure it will not have escaped anyone’s attention that last autumn and winter was warm 
and wet.  Ideal grass growing conditions.  This means that the grass length is considerably 
longer than we would like.  This will inevitably lead to a slower first cut and visual issues 
before and after cutting.  Wiltshire Council and TGL will endeavour to minimise any issues. 
  
The urban grass cutting will commence when conditions allow in March, weather and 
ground conditions allowing.  As a circle will take approximately four to five weeks, this 
means that some grass will not be cut until in April. 
  
The below link details the urban grass that will be cut. 
  
http://www.realitygeo.com/explorer.aspx?cfg=wiltsgr 

  

http://www.realitygeo.com/explorer.aspx?cfg=wiltsgr


If you have an area of concerned that is not marked, this can be cut by the Parish Steward 
on his scheduled visit if that is your local priority. 
  

Shrub and Hedge Maintenance 

  
Through the winter the priority amenity hedges have been cut and the shrubs 
maintained.  In March the amenity hedge and shrub maintenance ceases.  Any amenity 
hedge or shrub not maintained at that time will not receive a visit until the autumn/ 
winter.  If you wish an amenity hedge or shrub maintained that has not managed in 2015/ 
16, this should be reported on your Priority Sheet for the council’s attention next season. 
  

Rural Grass Cutting Arrangements 

  
The arrangements will be identical to the 2015/ 16 arrangements.  The same rural verges 
will be cut at approximately the same time in 2016.  If you have a verge that you do not 
wished cut please put this on your Priority Sheet for the council’s attention for this 
summer’s cut. 

  
New Highway Arrangements 

  
The current Wiltshire Highways and Streetscene Contract is to end in March 2016 

  
The Landscape Group will maintain all the amenity services.  These contracts will run to 
2020 and will not be included in the new Highways contract. 
  
Tarmac will operate the larger works for major road resurfacing and surface dressing and 
likewise will not be included in the new Highways contract. 
  
Highways Consultancy contract awarded to Atkins December 2012 remains in place and 
again will not be included in the new Highways contract. 
  
Jackson’s will operate the annual rural highway verge cutting operations. 
  
Wessex Tree Care will provide the tree works.  
  
All the other services will be provided by the new Highways contract and I detail the 
arrangements below: 

 Start April 2016 

 Last for 5 years, with up to 2 year extension subject to performance. 

 Contract will be open to Swindon Borough Council. 

 Potential annual value of about £15,000,000 

The services included are: 
 Local Highways (With the exception of the above)                         

 Winter and Emergency Service                     



 Drainage Surveys and repairs                    

 Street Lighting                                           

 Bridge Maintenance                            

 Integrated Transport Schemes                   

 Highway Maintenance (with the exception of road resurfacing and surface dressing) 

Local Highway Services included in detail: 
 Parish Stewards 

 Pothole Gangs 

 Masonry repairs 

 Weed spraying 

 Signs maintenance 

 Gully emptying 

 Road markings and studs 

 Street sweeping 

 Deliver winter maintenance 

 Operate Council’s gritters 

 Operate snow ploughs 

 Deployment of operatives for clearing snow and ice. 

 Respond to flood events 

 Respond to other emergencies 

  
Let’s Clean for The Queen (Reminder) 

  

We’d love to have the support of your council and your communities in the biggest ever 

clean-up of the country, which will be taking place in March 2016. 

  

In the run up to The Queen's 90th birthday on 21 April 2016, ‘Clean For The Queen’ aim to 

inspire a million people to take action and enjoy a few hours together litter-picking to make 

the places where we live more beautiful. For Her and for us all, they want to attack the 

blight of litter and reclaim our beautiful countryside, our fabulous cities, our world class 

parks, our wonderful beaches and waterways. 



  

All of the litter charities across the country have come together in support of this campaign 

together with a growing range of companies, land managers and associations. 

There will be ‘Clean for The Queen’ litter blitzes throughout the UK in January, February and 

March, and the most monumental of all litter clear-ups from Friday 4 to Sunday 6 March 

2016. 

  

‘Clean For The Queen’ love to have your support in making this event truly spectacular. They 

will shortly be sending through a downloadable resource pack for your council to use.  It’d 

be great if you could encourage as many local community groups as possible across your 

wards to sign up to organise a clean-up through the ‘Clean for The Queen’ website. 

Furthermore, it would be fantastic if your council could stage its own local clean-up to allow 

individuals to come together and clean up a local grot spot. 

Lots more will be announced over the coming weeks and months, as it builds a head of 

steam. 

  

But it’d be great if you could respond to adrian@cleanforthequeen.co.uk indicating your 

willingness to engage in the campaign – and they will be back in touch shortly with more 

details. 

  

  

Local Highways wish you all a Happy New Year 

A Big Thank You To Westbury and Melksham Town Councils 

Local Highways continue to be grateful to town and parish councils who come forward to support us in 

the provision of local amenity services.   

Flower bed maintenance has been the latest challenge faced by Local Highways.  Over the years we have 

slowly but steadily moved away from maintaining flower beds.  In 2015 we were left with just a handful 

of areas and a big question over “how could we justify allocating resources to a limited number of sites, 

when the majority of parish and town councils did not expect any provision from Wiltshire Council?” 

But we recognise that for those councils affected this is perceived as a big loss of a local service.   

Hence when Westbury and Melksham town councils came forward not only to express an interest but to 

take on the service with immediate effect, Wiltshire Council can only praise them for their quick action in 

ensuring this service continues in their areas. 

We are very grateful and recognise their support in this matter. 

All the other town and parish councils with flower beds in their areas have been written too earlier in the 

year.  Local Highways will not be planting up any flower beds this year and will be grass seeding over any 

remaining sites in the spring. 

We have a number of parish and towns that have expressed an interest in taking on these areas and trust 

that the vast majority of sites will continue into the future under local maintenance agreements. 
  

mailto:adrian@cleanforthequeen.co.uk


Parish and Town Council Priority Spreadsheet 

You may have read in the previous Newsletters that through the winter the discretionary highway 

services have been suspended whilst BBLP demobilise and the incoming contractor mobilises for the new 

contract. 

The council has continued to maintain the statutory and safety services. 

In April 2016 the council will be looking at how the community and feed in their prioritises. 

Currently the council will continue with the ‘Parish/ Town Centre Priority Sheet’.  I trust you have 

received this previously and are using the scheme.  Where it is used it has been found to be a great 

success.  For those that may not be aware of the system, I have attached the spreadsheet for you to join 

in the priority setting process.  Again for those new to the system I list the arrangements: 

 The spreadsheet is not for: 

o Statutory maintenance issues – pot holes, littering, highway defects etc. (items on the 

Inspection Manual or listed in the Code of Practice for Litter and Refuse – attached 

above). 

o Scheduled maintenance issues – gulley emptying, urban grass cutting, graffiti removal, 

fly posting etc. 

These issues must be reported through the ‘MyWiltshire App’ on the council’s website or 

0300 456 0105 

o Safety issues – missing manhole cover, hanging tree limbs, mud on road etc. 

These issues must be reported immediately on 0300 456 0105 

 The Spreadsheet is for: 

o hand clearing, and cutting of growth from drainage grips and drain gully covers 
o clearing of small culverts, pipes and pits  
o trimming encroaching hedges and vegetation from around road signs and railings  
o cleaning and straightening small road signs   
o hand cutting small visibility areas (see grass cutting spec)  
o removal of ragwort  
o treatment/removal of weeds (see weed removal spec) 
o sanding and painting barriers (as per street furniture spec) 
o graffiti removal (see graffiti removal spec) 
o siding out of footways and carriageways 

  

In essence Parish Steward work. 

The spreadsheet can also be used to identify other highway work, but this work is undertaken by 

other departments and will be forwarded on to them.  We will log on the spreadsheet the service 

the matter was forwarded to.  

You can also identify services that you would like reduced or ceased.  Reduction in the frequency 

of grass cutting etc. 

 Spreadsheet Procedure 



o The spreadsheet is completed by the parish/ town Highway 

Representative.  Instructions from any other officer(s)/ councillor(s) will not be 

considered. 

o The Highway Representative will need to identify their top five issues.  These will be the 

issues we will focus on.  The remaining issues will be used for information purposes and 

to allow residents to see the concerns are known, but are not currently a community 

priority.  

o The spreadsheet is to be emailed to the Coordinator or other officers identified by 

Wiltshire Council. 

o Parish and town councils are responsible for updating and issuing the spreadsheet to 

the Coordinator. 

Each parish/ town council will have an individual link to display the spreadsheet. 

The Coordinator will update the spreadsheet on action taken. 

Town and parish councils can print the spreadsheet whenever required for the most up-to-date position 

statement.  

The February 2016 Newsletter will contain the link to the spreadsheets. 
  

The Snow Code (Government Advice) 

The long term weather forecast is that it may become colder in the New Year.  Hence Local Highways are 
reminding everyone to be ready and is issuing the Governments Snow Code. 
Clearing snow and ice from the pavement outside your home or public spaces can help prevent slips and falls. 
Don't be put off clearing paths because you're afraid someone will get injured. Remember, people walking on 
snow and ice have a responsibility to be careful themselves. 
Follow the advice below to make sure you clear the pathway safely and effectively. 
And don't believe the myths - it's unlikely you'll be sued or held legally responsible for any injuries if you have 
cleared the path carefully. 
Clear the snow and ice early in the day 

 It's easier to move fresh, loose snow rather than hard snow that has packed together from people 
walking on it. So if possible, start removing the snow and ice in the morning. If you remove the top 
layer of snow in the morning, any sunshine during the day will help melt any ice beneath. You can 
then cover the path with salt before nightfall to stop it refreezing overnight. 

Preventing slips 
 Pay extra attention to clearing snow and ice from steps and steep pathways - you might need to use 

more salt on these areas  

 Use salt or sand - not water  

 Don't make the pathways more dangerous by causing them to refreeze. If you use water to melt the 
snow, it may refreeze and turn to black ice. Black ice increases the risk of injuries as it is invisible and 
very slippery.  

 You can melt snow or prevent black ice by spreading some salt on the area you have cleared. You can 
use ordinary table or dishwasher salt - a tablespoon for each square metre you clear should work.  

 Don't use the salt found in salting bins - this will be needed to keep the roads clear unless your council 
advises otherwise.  Please contact your local council for more advice.  



 Be careful not to spread salt on plants or grass as it may damage them.  

 If you don't have enough salt, you can also use sand or ash. These won't stop the path icing over as 
effectively as salt, but will provide good grip underfoot. 

 Take care where you move the snow 

 When you're shovelling snow, take care where you put it so it doesn't block people's paths or drains. 
Make sure you make a path down the middle of the area to be cleared first, so you have a clear 
surface to walk on. Then shovel the snow from the centre of the path to the sides. 

 Offer to clear your neighbours' paths 

 If your neighbour will have difficulty getting in and out of their home, offer to clear snow and ice 

around their property as well. Check that any elderly or disabled neighbours are alright in the cold 

weather. If you're worried about them, try contacting their relatives or friends, or if necessary the 

local council. 

Litter Bins 

The Council has been approached by several towns and parishes regarding advice on the local 
community provision of litter bins. 

To assist the towns and parishes I list below some questions raised and answers to those 
questions: 

Q.        Some customers from a local takeaway have been dropping litter and we think we should 
provide them a litter bin? 

A.         The takeaway is legally responsible for their customers waste.  As the litter problem is 
outside the premises we would recommend that the takeaway is visited and asked to 
assist in the problem.  There is a strong likelihood the premises is unaware of their 
responsibility to control that litter.   

Q.        Local Dog walkers have asked for a provision of a dog waste bin, should we provide one? 

A.         You may wish to consider moving a local litter bin if dog waste deposits are a particular 
issue in one area and there is an underutilised litter bin nearby.   Dog waste can be 
placed in litter bins.  If the areas in question are highway land, if you wish to move a 
Wiltshire Council litter bin or provide a new bin (and empty it) yourselves, you will need 
the permission of the Coordinator.    

Highway Contract Update 

Wiltshire Council will be awarding the Highway Contract at the beginning of 2016 for 
commencement on the 1st April 2016. 

All the milestones have been it to allow this to happen. 

The February or March Newsletter will advise of the successful tenderer. 

The Landscape Group will continue with the Amenity (Grounds and Streets) contract until 2020. 

Tarmac will continue with the major Scheme works. 



Changing Places 

Changing Places facilities provide freely accessible toilet and shower facilities for adults and 

children who are unable to use standard public toilets. This includes people with severe physical 

and  learning disabilities, those undergoing rehabilitation and anyone else who due to 

disability/illness would benefit from using them. The facilities are particularly valuable to our ageing 

community suffering from a variety of age related illnesses and those recovering from strokes. 
  
Each facility has a user friendly guide with instructions for how to use all of the equipment. If using 

the hoist, you will need to bring your own sling, plus any consumables you may need. 

  
Changing Places facilities can be accessed during building opening times or by RADAR key 24 hours a day 

where indicated: 
  

 County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge, BA14 8JN 
  

 Five Rivers Campus, Hulse Rd, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 3NR 
  

 Hillworth Park, (Devizes Town Council), Queens Road, Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 5HR 
Open 24 hours 

  
 The Olympiad Leisure Centre, Sadlers Mead, Chippenham, Wiltshire SN15 3PA 

Open 24 hours 
  

 Pewsey Library, Aston Close, Pewsey SN9 5EQ 
Open 24 hours 

  
 Springfield Campus, Beechfield Road, Corsham, SN13 9DN Open 24 hours 

  
 Warminster Civic Centre, (Warminster Town Council) Sambourne Road, Warminster, Wiltshire, 

BA12 8LB 

Public Convenience Consultation 

Wiltshire Council’s public convenience consultation concluded on the 11th December 2015.  The 
outcome of the consultation noted that Wiltshire Council should offer the town and parish 
councils (with a Wiltshire Council facility in their area) the opportunity to maintain the facilities. 

The consultation also noted that the council should seek sponsors who may be interested in 
continuing to provide the service.  Hence the council is asking everyone if they are aware or 
know of a sponsor or community group who would be prepared to run the service.  The council’s 
current contract ceases on the 31st March 2016 hence time is running out and we would 
appreciate and early response.       

Concern was expressed from various groups about any possible closures and the council should 
endeavour to do all it can to facilitate the continuation of the service. 

Wiltshire Council has been in correspondence with the towns and parishes concerned and has a 
list of interested groups. 

The council is writing again to all the parish and town councils concerned to seek a final decision 
on their interest. 



Peer Review 

A Peer Review is being undertaken on the Wiltshire Council Highway Service in 2016. 

A Peer Review is a powerful way of improving understanding and achieving transformational change, 

helping to identify and deliver significant improvements. 

 

Highly flexible in scope and scale following the process operated by the Local Government Association 

(LGA). It is led by peers from within the sector (officers and Members) with action orientated to focus on 

developing recommendations and a future action plan. 

The Strategic Peer Review will give Wiltshire Council a chance to take a focused look at our approach to 

highways maintenance and efficiency in the round at this vital time as we move forward with the new 

contract. 

Domestic parking bay suspensions 

The council has received questions on domestic parking bay suspensions and we trust the below information is 
of assistance. 

In certain circumstances, parking spaces may be suspended to allow for: 

 Building works  
 Domestic removals  
 Weddings  
 Funerals  
 Special events (The Boat Race, Wimbledon Tennis)  
 Crane operations  
 Filming (application must be made via the Film office)  
 Road works  
 Mobile workshops  
 Access to sites (subject to Council approval)  

  

There will be a charge for any bay suspensions. 

  
  
  
  
From: Hampton, Adrian  

Sent: 24 November 2015 17:33 
To: Local Highways North; Local Highways South 

Cc: Whitehead, Philip; Ellison, Sue 
Subject: Local Highways (Bill and Adrian) December Newsletter 
  

Local Highways Wish Everyone A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

  
SLCC November Meeting 

http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200417/domestic_parking_bay_suspensions/1740/domestic_parking_bay_suspension/2


Bill and I attended the November SLCC meeting.  We will issue our notes and FAQs in the 
next Newsletter.  However, we promised to issue the council’s highway inspection manual 
(which details when maintenance is undertaken), the Code of Practice for Litter and Refuse 
(which details the standards of cleanliness levels and when reactive services are required) 
and maps showing the urban grassed areas.  Please find all the information attached. 
Urban Grass Cutting:    
http://www.realitygeo.com/explorer.aspx?cfg=wiltsgr 
  

Public Liability Insurance 

There has been some discussion recently about levels of insurance for Parish and Town 
Council’s when conducting extra community duties. The statements below sets out 
Wiltshire Council’s viewpoint on the issue which has been formed through discussions with 
two major insurances and with the Council’s insurance team. 
Most policies should provide insurance cover for employees and volunteers inside and 
outside the parish boundary and will cover activities that would generally be expected to be 
undertaken by a Parish Council. This cover should include: litter picking; gritting pathways; 
hedge trimming; cutting verges; clearing gutters; sign cleaning, to name but a few. The 
cover may also include gritting of minor roads (C and below).  
Most policies will exclude gritting major roads, but insurers will be open to offering this 
cover given the appropriate assurance on risk assessments and a plan of how the activity 
will be carried out. Parish and Town Councils are advised to check with their insurers before 
taking on extra duties to ensure they are covered.  
Before commencing any activity please confirm the cover offered by your existing policy.  If 
your current policy does not cover the activities your Parish and Town Council would like to 
carry out, then contact your insurer asking them to include this cover, given them some 
detail about what you plan to do and how you will manage it. Most insurers, given the 
appropriate level of confidence about how these activities will be run and managed, will be 
open to changing policies and level of cover, which may include a small additional premium.  
However some insurers may not wish to change the cover. We have heard that some 
insurers are more cooperative than others and are open to providing more comprehensive 
cover. We can give you a contact at one of the Parish Councils using one of these insurers if 
you wish.  Therefore, you have an opportunity to seek another provider who will offer the 
cover you want and if this is done as a collective of Parish Council’s, this increases the 
interest from larger insurers and could also reduce premiums. A broker could be of service 
in this area if required as they have the expertise and knowledge of the insurance market. 

New Service Levels 
Last month I issued advice on the baseline service levels the council would deliver over the winter 
and spring. 
In essence, following the central government grant funding reductions, the council gave a 
commitment that it would deliver to its statutory service levels as a priority, with discretionary 
services provided where possible to maximise the use of resources. 
I know many of our partner organisations are doing the same and I listened with interest to the 
proposed police response arrangements for next year.  They propose to provide officers to an 
identified need, with other reports relying on information being provided by the reporter for future 
action.   
We all face similar challenges and are all looking to maximise the benefit of our limited resources. 
Since I issued the November Newsletter, several councils have made contact and enquired about 
enhancing the service levels. 

http://www.realitygeo.com/explorer.aspx?cfg=wiltsgr


I hope the below information is of use: 
Parish and Town Council Involvement 

This is simply done.  Agreements can be made direct with the council’s contractor (The Landscape 
Group) for additional services to an area.   
This allows the local town or parish council to identify their desired service level.  If that level is 
above the base line set by Wiltshire Council the parish or town can simply fund the enhanced service 
levels direct and pay our contractor. 
This also ensures that the county tax payer funds a harmonised service across the area, and where 
local communities want an enhanced service, this allows the local precept payer to cover the 
additional costs for that identified area. 
Other examples of enhanced service levels recently undertaken: 

 The Salisbury BID funding additional street cleansing activities. 

 Rubbish Walks in Chippenham undertaking numerous voluntary litter picks. 

 The MoD in Tidworth arranging their staff to undertake litter picks. 

 Individual businesses, such as McDonalds, providing litter bins and litter pickers. 

 Numerous town and parish councils employing litter pickers direct. 

 And the many voluntary litter pickers that regularly turn out. 

There are many ways that a town or parish council can enhance their local environment and it need 
not involve Wiltshire Council.  Other than for approval for working on our land. 
I recognise that asset transfers and service delegation can take time.  But local agreements can be 
put in place quickly and simply.  If you use the council’s contractor the service improvements can be 
undertaken almost immediately. 
It must also be recognised that town and parish councils have many powers already and I have listed 
some in Appendix A.   

Barrow Operatives 
There have been enquiries about the future of the Barrow Operatives in the town centres following 
the TLG decision to make a number of staff redundant.  I can reconfirm through the winter Barrow 
Operative will be provided.  However, the council’s policy is to respond to a litter demand as the 
priority.  Hence the Barrow Operatives are an addition to the current Local Highway base line 
service.  The council’s commitment remains to respond to litter complaints.  We will use our best 
endeavours to provide Barrow Operatives, but there will be times when higher priorities will require 
that resource to be redeployed. 

Litter and the Law 
I have been asked to detail the legal requirements with regard to litter.  In essence it is to pick up the 
litter, within an appropriate time in relation to a given area.  Hence I reaffirm my request for issues 
to be report to allow us to deploy responses to where they are most needed. 
For those that like the legal bits, I have attached the litter responsibilities in Appendix B for your 
information. 
  

Event Cleaning 
The council ceased the funding of litter picking or sweeping after events some time ago. 
Now when an event organiser notifies the council they are undertaking an event they are advised 
they have to manage that event’s litter. 
Regrettably in a small minority of cases the event organisers are failing to do this.  With the change 
in the council’s service delivery, if an event organiser fails to meet their commitment to clear up the 
waste, this has now left visible deposits and complaints. 



The council is recording the locations which are thankfully small as the vast amount of organisers are 
responsible.  So when applications are made next year and we can ensure those events have the 
correct arrangements in place. 
If you are one of the small number of areas affected and you wish to support the event there are 
many options available to the event organisers. 
They can get the area inspected by volunteers after the event and do targeted litter picking.  There 
will be a cost of disposal as the waste laws require organisers to use an authorised waste carrier. 
The event organiser may wish to approach: 

 Local businesses to fund the cleaning of the event afterwards. 

 The local town or parish council to fund the event. 

 Seek capital grant funding from various bodies to purchase cleaning equipment if this is an 
ongoing event. 

 Approach the council, if a charity event, for loan equipment. 

We appreciate your understanding of why the council is unable to fund the cleaning of all 
events.  There are many hundreds of events a year.  If we are to treat everyone equally we simply do 
not have the funds to cover the cost of every event cleaning.  There is also the argument that the 
litter is produced as a result of the event and the event organiser is responsible for the clearance of 
that litter.   

Event Highway Signage 

There are many activities undertaken on our highways including parades, markets, festivals and 
street parties.  The council has been experiencing issues, with events organised on the highway or 
requiring highway signage. Sometimes the signage for the management of traffic is not undertaken 
in compliance with the event organiser’s legal requirements.  All types of works and activities require 
traffic management in one form or another dependent on the nature of the works and/or the nature 
of the highway. Traffic management can vary between Chapter 8 signing and guarding, traffic 
controls or even full road closures. In all cases, traffic management must be sited, maintained and 
removed by qualified personnel and if unqualified, permit applicants should contract out this duty to 
organisations qualified and resourced to do so.  

Staff Changes 
During times of challenge there are also opportunities.  Many of my staff have left to further their 
careers.  The latest person to move on to bigger and better things is Kristian Price, the engineer for 
Devizes and Pewsey.  Many of you I am sure know Kristian and we all wish him the best.  He is off to 
work for a consultancy company.  However, with the loss of such vital staff comes the challenge of 
continuing to deliver services.  Bill and I will be looking at the requirements to ensure the best 
service support is continued.  This may mean that some of your contact points change, for which I 
apologise in advance. 
As I know more you will be updated. 

Let’s Clean for The Queen 
We’d love to have the support of your council and your communities in the biggest ever clean-up of 

the country, which will be taking place in March 2016. 

In the run up to The Queen's 90th birthday on 21 April 2016, ‘Clean For The Queen’ aim to inspire a 

million people to take action and enjoy a few hours together litter-picking to make the places where 

we live more beautiful. For Her and for us all, they want to attack the blight of litter and reclaim our 

beautiful countryside, our fabulous cities, our world class parks, our wonderful beaches and 

waterways. 



All of the litter charities across the country have come together in support of this campaign together 

with a growing range of companies, land managers and associations. 

There will be ‘Clean for The Queen’ litter blitzes throughout the UK in January, February and March, 

and the most monumental of all litter clear-ups from Friday 4 to Sunday 6 March 2016. 

‘Clean For The Queen’ love to have your support in making this event truly spectacular. They will 

shortly be sending through a downloadable resource pack for your council to use.  It’d be great if 

you could encourage as many local community groups as possible across your wards to sign up to 

organise a clean-up through the ‘Clean for The Queen’ website. Furthermore, it would be fantastic if 

your council could stage its own local clean-up to allow individuals to come together and clean up a 

local grot spot. 

Lots more will be announced over the coming weeks and months, as it builds a head of steam. 

But it’d be great if you could respond to adrian@cleanforthequeen.co.uk indicating your willingness 

to engage in the campaign – and they will be back in touch shortly with more details. 

  
  

Appendix A 
  

Town and Parish Council Powers and Duties 
  

Functions Powers And Duties Statutory Powers 

Allotments 

Powers to provide allotments. Duty 

to provide allotment gardens if 

demand unsatisfied 

Small Holdings Allotments 

Act 1908 ss 23, 26 and 

42 

Baths and 

Washhouses: 

Power to provide public baths and 

washhouses 

Public Health Act 1936 ss 

221, 222,223 and 227 

Burial Grounds, 

Cemeteries and 

crematoria* 

Power to acquire and maintain 

Open Spaces Act 1906, ss 

9 and 10: Local 

Government Act 1972, s 

214 

Power to provide Local Government Act 1972, s.214 

  

mailto:adrian@cleanforthequeen.co.uk


Power to agree to 

maintain 

monuments end 

memorials 

Parish Council and Burial Authorities 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 

19970, s. 1 

  

Power to contribute 

towards expenses 

of cemeteries 

Local Government Act 1972 

  

Bus Shelters Power to provide and maintain 

Local Government 

(Miscellaneous) Act 1953 

s.4 

Bye Laws 
Power to make bylaws for public 

walks and pleasure grounds 

Public Health Act 1875, s 

164 

Cycle Parks 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 

s.57 (7) 

  



Swimming pools, 

bathing places, 

baths and 

washhouses 

Public Health Act 1936, s 223 

  

Open Spaces and 

Burial Grounds 
Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 12 and 15 

  

Mortuaries and 

post-mortem rooms 
Public Health Act 1936 s. 198 

  

Hiring of pleasure 

boats in parks and 

pleasure grounds 

Public Health Amendments Act 

1907, s 44(2): Public Health Act 

1961, s54   

Charities 
Duty to receive accounts of 

parochial charities 
Charities Act 1960, s 32 

Closed Churchyards 
Powers (and sometimes duty) as to 

maintain 

Local Government Act 

1972, s.215 

Commons Land and 

Common Pastures 

Powers in relation to inclosure as to 

regulation and management and as 

to providing common pasture 

Inclosure Act 1845; Local 

Government Act 1984, s 

8(4); Smallholding and 

Allotments Act 1908, s.34 

Power to protect 

unclaimed common 

land from unlawful 

interference 

Commons Registration Act1965,s.9 

  

Power to manage 

commons and 

village greens 

under a district 

council scheme 

Commons Act 1899, ss 4 & 5 

  

Power to (a) install 

equipment, (b) 

establish schemes 

and (c) assist 

others in so doing 

Local Government and Rating Act 

1997, s 31 

  



for the prevention 

of crime 

Delegated 

Functions 

Power to assume a function 

delegated by another authority 
  

Power to ensure effective discharge 

of council functions 

Local Government Act 

1972ss. 101, 111 and 

112 

Power to employ someone to carry 

out council functions 

  

Drainage Power to deal with ponds/ditches 
Public Health Act 1936, s. 

260 

Environment 

Power to act for the benefit of the 

community by tackling and 

promoting awareness of 

environmental issues 

Local Government Act 

1972,ss 111 and 137 

Highways 
Power to repair and maintain 

footpaths and bridleways 

Highways Act 1980, ss 43 

and 50 

Power to light roads 

and public places 

Parish Councils Act 1957 s 

3:Highways Act 1980, s 301: Local 

Government Act 1972,Sched. 14 

para 27   

Provision of litter 

bins 
Litter Act 1983, 5 and 6 

  

Power to provide 

roadside shelters, 

and omnibus 

shelters 

Parish Councils Act 1957, s 1 

  

Power to provide 

traffic signs and 

other notices 

Highways Act 1980, s 130 

  

Power to plant 

trees, etc., and to 

maintain roadside 

verges 

Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, s 

72; Countryside Act 1968 

  



Land 
Power to acquire land by agreement, 

to appropriate land and to dispose of 

Local Government Act 

1972, ss 124, 126 and 

127 

Power to acquire 

land for or to 

provide recreation 

grounds, public 

walks, pleasure 

grounds and open 

spaces and to 

manage and control 

them 

Public Health Act 1875, s 16;: Local 

Government Act 1972, Sched. 14, 

para 27; Public Health Acts 

Amendment Act 1980, s 44; Open 

Spaces Act 1906, ss 9 and 10; Local 

Government (Miscellaneous 

Provisions) Act 1976, s 19 

  

Lighting 
Power to light roads and public 

places 

Parish Councils Act 1957, 

s Highways Act 1980, s 

301 

Litter* and dog 

fouling 

Provision of receptacles. Obliged to 

keep own land free of litter and dog 

faces 

Litter Act 1983, ss 5 an 

Environmental Protection 

Act 1990; Litter (Animal 

Droppings) Order 1991 

Nuisances 
Power to deal with offensive ditches, 

ponds and gutters 

Public Health Act 1936, s 

260 

Open Spaces Power to acquire land and maintain 

Public Health Act 1875, s 

164; Open Spaces Act 

1906, ss 9 and 10; 

Commons Act 1899 



Power to acquire 

land for or to 

provide recreation 

grounds, public 

walks, pleasure 

grounds and open 

spaces, and to 

manage and control 

them. 

Public Health Act 1875, s 164; Local 

Government Act 1972, Sched 14, 

para 27; Public Health Acts 

Amendment Act 1980, s 44; Open 

Spaces Act 1906, ss 9 and 10; Local 

Government (Miscellaneous 

Provisions) Act 1976, s 19. 

  

Parish Property and 

Records 
Powers to direct as to their custody 

Local Government Act 

1972, s226 

Parking Facilities 

Power to provide parking places for 

motor vehicles, motorcycles and 

bicycles 

Road Traffic Regulation 

Act 1984, ss 57 and 63 

Public Buildings and 

Village Halls 

Power to provide buildings for offices 

and for public meetings and 

assemblies 

Local Government Act 

1972 s 133 

Public Conveniences Power to provide 
Public Health Act 19336, s 

87 

Publicise functions 
Power to publicise council and local 

authority functions 

Local Government Act 

1982, s. 142 



Recreation* 

Power to acquire land for or to 

provide recreation grounds, public 

walks, pleasure grounds, and open 

spaces and to manage and control 

them. 
Public Health Act 1875, s 

164; Local Government 

Act 1972, Sched 14 para 

27; Public Health Acts 

Amendment Acts 1890, s 

44; Open Spaces Act 

1906, ss 9 and 10; Local 

Government 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) 

Act 1976, s 19; Commons 

Act 1899 

Power to provide gymnasiums, 

playing fields, holiday camps 

Provision of boating 

pools 
Public Health Act 1962, s 54 

  

Seats and Shelters* 
Power to provide roadside seats and 

shelters 

Parish Councils Act 1957, 

s 1 

Traffic Calming 
Power to contribute financially to 

traffic calming schemes 

Local Government and 

Rating Act 1997, s 26 

War Memorials 
Power to maintain, repair, protect 

and adapt war memorials 

War Memorials (Local 

Authorities Powers) Act 

1923, s 1 as extended by 

Local Government Act 

1948, s 133 

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

Clean Highways 

Top of Form 
Bottom of Form 

Litter laws 

EPA (Environmental Protection Act 1990) Section 89 (1) 

Duty to keep land and highways clear of litter etc. 

It shall be the duty of …… 

(a) each local authority, as respects any relevant highway or, in Scotland, relevant road for 

which it is responsible, [i.e. local authorities are responsible for all roads other than those 

covered under (b)] 

    (b) the Secretary of State, as respects any trunk road which is a special road and any 

relevant highway or relevant road for which he is responsible, [ i.e.the Secretary of State for 

Transport is responsible for the network of motorways and strategic roads managed by the 

Highways Agency in England and Transport for Scotland] 

(c) each principal litter authority, as respects its relevant land, [ i.e county councils, district 

councils and London boroughs are responsible for land which is  open to the air, but not 

highways which are covered under (a),  under their direct control and to which the public are 

entitled or permitted to have access with or without payment (see EPA S86)] 

(d) the appropriate Crown authority, as respects its relevant Crown land, 

(e) each designated statutory undertaker, as respects its relevant land, [ i.e Organisations 

who  are permitted by Act of Parliament to operate  railways, light railways, tramways, or 

road transport undertakings, canals, inland navigation, docks, harbours,  piers and airports. 

For more see our post on  EPA Statutory Undertakers ] 

(f) the governing body of each designated educational institution or in Scotland such body or, 

as the case may be, the education authority responsible for the management of the institution, 

as respects its relevant land, [i.e. the governing body of a school, college or university is 

responsible for cleaning that part of its land which is open to the air] 

http://www.cleanhighways.co.uk/
http://www.cleanhighways.co.uk/legislation/statutory-undertakers


 …… to ensure that the land is, so far as is practicable, kept clear of litter and refuse. 

In other words the various duty bodies are required to ensure that they keep their land clear 

of litter and refuse so far as is practicable.  “Practicable” as opposed to “reasonably 

practicable” means physically possible without regard to cost.  See our post on the meaning 

of “practicable“. 

EPA Section 87 and 88 –  Dropping litter / Fixed Penalty Notices 

It is an offence to drop litter in any place open to the air, including private land, and land 

covered by water.  A person found guilty can be fined up to £2,500. 

Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) may be issued by local authorities to people caught in the 

act.  If paid on time the offender avoids facing a criminal prosecution. 

See our posts on the offence of dropping litter and Fixed Penalty Notices 

Penalty Notices for littering (including from vehicles) 

FPNs – application to Motorways 

Although the Highways Authority are responsible for keeping the motorways free of litter 

they cannot issue FPNs on their own initiative . However they could apply to the local 

authorities through which their motorways run to be authorised to issue FPNs.   A team could 

be set up to target drivers on motorway slip roads which are littering hot spots. 

EPA Section 91 

Litter Abatement Orders 

An individual can take action via the Magistrates Court against a duty body not complying 

with their duty to keep their” relevant land” and/or highways clear of litter .  See my guide to 

taking action – Litter Abatement Orders 

  

EPA Section 92 (Repealed in 2014 see below) 

Litter Abatement Notices  

Principal Litter Authorities (i.e.Local Councils) can take action in respect to  Crown land, 

land of a statutory undertaker or land of an educational institution. They can issue a 

Notice  requiring the controllers of the land to clear it of  litter or refuse within a certain time 

and /or prohibit them from letting it become defaced by litter in the future.  (I understand 

“statutory undertakers” would include Rail Track,  harbour and port authorities, 

airport operators etc.) More on EPA S92 Litter Abatement Notices 

  

EPA S92 A – C introduced by the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act – Litter 

Clearing Notices   
(Replaces Litter Control Areas)  (Repealed in 2014 see below) 

http://www.cleanhighways.co.uk/legislation/meaning-of-practicable
http://www.cleanhighways.co.uk/legislation/meaning-of-practicable
http://www.cleanhighways.co.uk/?cat=26
http://www.cleanhighways.co.uk/legislation/fixed-penalty-notices-penalty-charge-notices
http://www.cleanhighways.co.uk/taking-action
http://www.cleanhighways.co.uk/taking-action
http://www.cleanhighways.co.uk/?cat=56


Notices can be issued by a Local Authority on the owner of private land defaced by litter and 

refuse. 

If not cleared the Local Authority can enter the land, clear it and recover the costs from the 

owner 

  

EPA S 93 & 94A – Street Litter Control Notices (Repealed in 2014 see below) 

Local Authorities can serve Street Litter Control Notices  on commercial and retail 

premises  requiring them to clear up litter and implement measures to prevent the adjacent 

land becoming defaced again. FPNs can be issued where the premises fail to comply. 

 

Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 

S21 of the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 repealed  sections 92 to 94A 

of the EPA  (litter abatement notices, litter clearing notices and street litter control notices) 

are repealed. 

See Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 – Litter related issues 

  

EPA S94B and Schedule 3A introduced by the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment 

Act 

Distribution of Free Literature  

Anyone distributing free literature  or paying for its distribution without the 

Local Authority’s consent is subject to a fine or a FPN 

EPA S33 – Prohibition on unauthorised or harmful deposit, treatment or disposal etc. of 

waste. 

You cannot deposit waste on land, or permit it to be deposited  other than in accordance with 

a license. It does not apply to household waste from a domestic property which is treated, 

kept or disposed of within the curtilage of the property. 

  

EPA S34 
Duty of care etc. as respects waste. 

This imposes a number of duties on anyone who imports, produces, carries, keeps, treats or 

disposes of controlled waste including preventing  the escape of the waste from his 

control.  Any complaints of its contravention should be made to the Environment Agency. 

DEFRA Guide to EPA S34 

  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/12/schedule/11/paragraph/21/enacted
http://www.cleanhighways.co.uk/legislation/anti-social-behaviour-crime-and-policing-act-2014-litter-related-issues
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/43/section/33
http://archive.defra.gov.uk/environment/waste/controls/documents/waste-man-duty-code.pdf


EPA S59 

Notice to Remove  Controlled Waste unlawfully deposited in contravention of EPA section 

33(1) 

Waste collection and waste regulation authorities (Local Authorities)  can serve a notice on 

the occupier or owner of land to remove controlled waste unlawfully and knowingly 

deposited. The local authority or the Environment Agency can clear the waste and recover 

costs. 

On any appeal  the court shall quash the requirement if it is satisfied that  the appellant 

neither deposited nor knowingly caused nor knowingly permitted the deposit of the waste. 

This would be applicable in cases where the person in charge of a non domestic property has 

knowingly deposited waste on his land or had allowed others to do so. 

  

EPA Part III (Statutory Nuisance) 
Councils can serve an abatement notice if an accumulation of refuse is prejudicial to health or 

is a nuisance. 

See Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 – Litter related issues 

  

Section 215 Town & Country Planning Act 
A Planning Authority (the local authority) can serve a notice on the owners and occupiers of 

land requiring the site to be tidied up if it adversely affects the amenity of the neighbourhood 

  

Section 22(3) Control of Pollution Act 1974 
Councils can arrange with the owner’s or occupier’s agreement for  the cleaning of land to 

which the public have access. Costs are payable by the owner/occupier. 

  

Section 78 Public Health Act 
Councils can sweep and cleanse any court, yard or passage which is used in common by the 

occupants or two or more buildings and recover the costs from them. 

  
  

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Cc’d EMAIL FROM JUDITH CHAPMAN 
 
 
Hi Sarah 
 
James MacKay has passed on your e mail to me as Verger of St Mary with St Ethelbert's Church in 
Luckington. 
 I am very concerned that the ugly protective cages around two of the monuments have been there 
for over a year now and the tombs themselves which are Grade 2 protected monuments have 
not been repaired. 
 
We all fully appreciate and sympathise with the fact that the Council is short of money and has to 
prioritise its expenditure which is why you have not yet carried out the repairs. 
  
However, I understand that funding is available for such repairs, but that Wiltshire Council would 
need to apply for such funding. Have you tried applying to the National Lottery Heritage Fund for the 
repairs to the Grade 2 listed tombs in our churchyard? I am certain that such an application would 
be successful as there are a number of factors that make the churchyard and these tombs of 
considerable interest to the public. Please could you try applying by copy pasting the points made 
below. I have read on the website that applications are considered very quickly and so I anticipate 
that the repairs could easily be done by the summer especially as you have already obtained quotes. 
 
1. They are situated in the churchyard of a Grade 1 listed monument St Mary with St Ethelbert's 
Church which dates back to Saxon times and has a Norman font, and many other features of 
architectural interest. 
 
2. The Macmillan Way which joins with the Cotswold Way passes through the churchyard which 
means that the church and churchyard receive many visitors. In fact our church takes part in 
a charitable event run by The Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust where people walk or cycle from 
church to church one Saturday in September every year. I know that many walking and cycling clubs 
use this route.  
 
3.  The area is one of outstanding natural beauty in the Cotswolds and the cages round the 
monuments are a real blot on the landscape.  
 
4. As Verger I have  encountered many people who are interested in the gravestones in the 
churchyard. One of the tombstones marks the burial place of the Head of MI5 who used to live in 
the village and on whom Ian Fleming based his character "M" when he wrote his James Bond novels. 
 
5. I consider that not carrying out repairs to the tombstones in a timely fashion is disrespectful. The 
churchyard should be a place of peace and beauty which does not look like a building site. The 
churchyard is currently still used for burying ashes and so it still has members of the families of those 
who have more recently passed away laying floral tributes on the graves to mark significant dates 
such as birthdays, wedding anniversaries, Christmas and of course the day they lost their loved one .  
 
6. Ceremonies take place in the churchyard for burying ashes. Wedding ceremonies take place in the 
church. This means that on these occasions the churchyard is full of people. The caged 
tombstones  look very ugly when such ceremonies are taking place. Wedding photos are taken in the 
churchyard.  
 



7. The church is very popular for weddings because it is a beautiful setting which was used for the 
wedding of Elizabeth Bennett to Mr Darcey (Colin Firth)  in the BBC production of Jane Austen's Pride 
and Prejudice. It receives some visitors who are interested in the sites in Wiltshire used for filming. 
The adjacent house Luckington Court (strictly private and not open to the public) also used in filming 
Pride and Prejudice is connected to the churchyard by a private gate and can be seen from the 
churchyard and the Macmillan Way. Wiltshire Council has a Tourist Website and is promoting places 
of interest in Wiltshire. 
 
8.  The church is still used regularly almost every Sunday for worship and it saddens us all to see the 
churchyard neglected. We have had several Churchyard Tidy Up sessions where church members 
and people from the village have got together and made a considerable difference to the churchyard 
cutting down brambles and weeds and clearing them away from the tombstones. As you state in 
your e mail we have made a temporary repair to the gate ourselves even though it is the 
responsibility of Wiltshire Council. We have also had a planting initiative and some bulbs have been 
planted next to the church. We would like to do some further developments in the future with 
further bulb planting, and possibly creation of an area for nature study. It would also be helpful to 
the public if we were able to erect a brown signpost to the church for which we would like to try and 
obtain some funding too. We have had redecoration carried out inside the church and roof repairs 
are to be carried out soon for which we hope to obtain funding. 
 
9. Our church and churchyard are of considerable importance to us as a community and this is 
reflected in the amount of loving care and attention we give. It is very costly carrying out repairs to 
Grade 1 and Grade2 listed monuments. Our congregation is quite small and the village is small and 
so although we have regular fund raising events every year namely the Village Fete, Open Gardens, 
Harvest Supper, Concerts, Village Christmas Party and regular donations from church members, we 
(like you!!!!!) just do not have enough money for the upkeep of these listed monuments and so we 
feel that we must be given help if the Nation wants to preserve its heritage and keep the landscape 
looking beautiful for the members of our community and all those who visit. 
 
Kind regards 
Judith Chapman (Verger) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
EMAIL FROM JOHN ELDRED Re: Fallen Tree 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may be aware that a large tree has snapped in half with the top fallen across the stream at the 
raised walkway to Brook End. It happened some time ago and I removed some branches to allow 
passage along the path. Then someone removed the large branches  and I noticed that the wood 
had been taken to Mrs Pollock's menage so I suppose she arranged for the work to be done which is 
likely since the tree adjoined her field. However the broken top is still precariously perched at one 
end on the main upright trunk and I fear it could fall at any time. Does LAPC have a responsibility 
here? 
Regards 
John Eldred 
 


