
LUCKINGTON AND ALDERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Folly Farm, Didmarton, Badminton, GL9 1AH 

01666 800850 
clerk@luckington.org.uk                      www.luckington.org.uk 

 
Members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting of the Luckington and Alderton Parish 
Council held on Wednesday 12th October 2016 at Luckington Village Hall for the purpose of transacting 
the following business. 

AGENDA 
 

1. Apologies for absence 
2. Declarations of interest 
3. Members of the public are invited to address the Council on Agenda items 
4. Public question time. 
5. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on 12th October 2016. 
6. Matters arising from the Minutes 
7. To review and comment on planning applications 
 
 Application Ref:  16/08333/FUL 
 Conversion of garage to utility/store room 
 At:  11 Beaufort View, Luckington, Wiltshire, SN14 6GS 

  
  Application Ref:  16/08940/TCA 

Work to trees in a conservation area 
Fell 1 Horse Chestnut Tree, 30% Crown Reduction to 1 Horse Chestnut Tree, Reduction of 
Beech Hedge by Removal of up to 85% of Trees, 3 Metre Reduction of Lateral Branches to 
Copper Beech over Neighbouring Property, Fell 1 Lime Tree, Crown Lift London Plane Over 
Hedge, and 30% Crown Reduction to Lime Tree.  
At: Luckington Manor, The Street, Luckington, Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN14 6NP 

(plans available to view at http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planinganddevelopment.htm 
 
8. To review and comment on correspondence received by the Council: 

- Email from Jonathan Bury, Land Agent, Knight Frank, Badminton Estate. Re:  New Farm, 
Alderton. 
- Email from the Environment Agency, Re:  Groundwater Flooding. 
- Email from Jane Scott, Wiltshire County Council, Re:  Capping Town and Parish Councils. 
- Email from Financial Planning at Wiltshire County Council Re:  Council Tax Setting 
Programme 2017/18 
- Email from John and Judith Sykes, Re: The old Post Office 
 

(ALL SUPPORTING PAPERS CAN BE FOUND AT www.luckington.org.uk) 
 
9. To agree payments in accordance with the budget as listed in the financial summary 

attached. 
10. To discuss update on Luckington Village Hall 
11. To discuss and agree donation to Luckington school grass cutting application (attached) 

mailto:clerk@luckington.org.uk
http://www.luckington.org.uk/
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planinganddevelopment.htm
http://www.luckington.org.uk/


12. Review the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations in line with current NALC model, 
include a formally identified financial limit for tender action, as outlined by the internal 
audit. (NALC model recommendations attached) 

13. Renewal of Parish Council Grass Cutting Contract (Invitation to Tender documents attached) 
14. Discuss repairs to Village Green Bench 
15. Update on Cemetery issues  
16. Update on Grass Cutting 
17. Update on Highway issues 
18. Update on Paddock 
19. Report from outside meetings 
20. Items for next meeting Agenda and any other business for information only. 
 
The next meeting of the Luckington and Alderton Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 9th 

November 2016 at Luckington Village Hall. 
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EMAIL FROM JONATHAN BURY, KNIGHT FRANK, BADMINTON ESTATE 
RE:  NEW FARM, ALDERTON 
 
Dear Sirs 
  
Following the Badminton Estate’s recent Planning Application for the erection of a new farm building 
adjacent to the railway site to the south of Alderton, We would now be grateful for the opportunity 
to meet with the Parish Council to discuss the Estate’s plans and proposals for the traditional farm 
buildings known as New Farm, Alderton. 
  
I would be grateful if you could let me know some dates when the Parish Council are meeting so we 
could organise to come and see you. It would be myself, one of my colleagues as well the Estate’s 
Planning Consultant who would like to meet with you. 
  
I look forward to hearing from you. 
  
With kind regards 
  
Jonathan 
  
Jonathan Bury MRICS FAAV 
Land Agent 
Knight Frank LLP 
The Estate Office 
Badminton 
South Gloucestershire 
GL9 1DD 
  
Tel. 01454 218203 
Fax. 01454 218740 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EMAIL FROM ENVIRONMENT AGENCY RE: GROUNDWATER FLOODING 
 
Dear Parish Clerk, 
 
Dear Town Clerk or Parish Clerk, 
 
Following the groundwater flooding in 2013/2014 the Environment Agency has developed 22 
community based groundwater flood warning areas across the following areas:  
Bourne Valley, River Till and Chitterne, Ebble, Vale of Allen, North Winterborne, Frome and Piddle, 
South Winterborne Valley. 
 
With the help of vital, local knowledge we are keen to extend the groundwater flood warning service 
to areas which currently do not benefit from this service.  Any historical information that is held by 
the Town Council, Parish Council or individuals would be greatly appreciated.  
 
We have attached a leaflet that we would ask you to distribute to Council Members and residents in 
your community to help promote and support this work.  Please do not hesitate to contact us should 
you have any queries or require further information. 
 
Kind regards    
 
Wessex Flood Resilience Team 
Flood & Coastal Risk Management 
Environment Agency 

 
 Rivers House, Sunrise Business Park, Higher Shaftesbury Road, Blandford, Dorset, DT11 8ST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
EMAIL FROM JANE SCOTT, WILTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
Dear Town and Parish Councils, 
 
On 15th September the Council received the following notification from the Local Government 
Association; 
 

             The Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) has today published 
a technical consultation on the 2017/18 local government finance settlement.  The 
consultation runs for six weeks and closes on Friday 28 October 2016. 

 
The consultation is mainly concerned with those local authorities that receive government funding, 
but in the detail was the following statement on capping Town and Parish councils; 
 
Council Tax Referendum Principles 
 

             The referendum threshold for council tax increases is proposed at 2 per cent for all 
local authorities, as in 2016/17.  However, shire districts will be allowed increases of 
up to and including £5, or up to 2 per cent, whichever is higher. 

 

             There will also continue to be an additional adult social care precept of 2 per cent for 
authorities with responsibility for social care services. 

 

             For the first time, referendum principles will apply to Town and Parish councils for 
which the Band D charge is higher than £75.46 and the total precept is over £500,000.  

 

             However, those Town and Parish councils where a service had been transferred from 
a local authority would not be subject to the referendum principle, providing certain 
conditions are satisfied. 

 

             The government is also prepared to consider extending the referendum principles to all 
Town and Parish councils. 

 
I am sure that this will cause some concerns for some Towns and Parishes.  They receive no 
government money and are accountable to their residents and therefore, to put it bluntly, the level 
of precept should be decided locally and not by government.  As far as a referendum is concerned, 
this would impose extra costs on the Town or Parish that chooses to have one, putting additional 
pressure on the precept. 
 
The purpose of this email is to ensure that you are aware of this consultation and to ask you to make 
your views known through your professional bodies, MPs’ and directly to the government through 
their website shown below. 
 
I feel very strongly that capping of Town and Parishes is not acceptable and will be lobbying 
personally on this matter. 
 
Kind regards, 

Jane 

 

Baroness Scott of Bybrook, OBE 
Leader of Wiltshire Council 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-finance-settlement-2017-to-2018-technical-consultation


 
EMAIL FROM FINANCIAL PLANNING DEPARTMENT, WILTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
RE:  Council Tax Setting Programme 
(Attachments circulated to Parish Councillors) 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
  
I am writing to you to provide/inform you in respect of the following: 
  

1.Council Tax Setting Timetable 2017/2018 & Overall Summary 
2.Parish/Town Council Boundary Changes 
3.Council Tax Reduction Scheme Consultation 
4.Council Tax Referendum Principles 2017/2018 

  
1.Council Tax Setting Timetable 2017/2018 & Overall Summary 
  
The key dates for Parish/Town Councils in respect of 2017/2018 Council Tax Setting are detailed in 
attachment 1. 
  
Please note that the tax base figures that we issue on 4 November 2016 will be draft only. Whilst we 
do not usually expect the draft figures that we issue to you to change prior to formal approval by Cabinet 
(13 December 2016), this year we will need to issue revised tax base figures to those Parishes/Towns 
affected by boundary changes (please see  section 2). We are liaising with affected Parish & Town 
Councils. 
  
In addition, it is possible that we may need to issue revised tax base figures to all Parishes/Towns if the 
result of the Council Tax Reduction Scheme Consultation significantly affects the tax base calculation 
(please see section 3). 
  
Finally, Central Government has issued a consultation that is proposing at this stage to apply 
referendum principles to larger, higher-spending precepting Parishes/Towns (please see section 4). 
This consultation does not close until 28 October 2016 and the result may not be published immediately. 
  
Therefore all Parishes/Towns should consider the implications of the above when planning/setting their 
2017/2018 Council Tax, particularly those who usually set their Council Tax in November as you may 
be issued with a revised tax base up to 30 November 2016 so you may wish to look at changing your 
precept setting meeting date or at least make contingency plans for approving a revised precept request 
should your tax base change. 
  
Please also remember that the deadline for submitting your precept request form (to be issued 
4 November 2016 with draft tax base) to Wiltshire Council is 20 January 2017.  
  
2.Parish/Town Council Boundary Changes 
  
All Parish/Town Council’s affected by boundary changes should be aware of their individual approved 
changes. Due to the timing of the decisions as well as the complexities in transferring a high number of 
properties between Parishes/Towns in our Council Tax System we will need to issue a revised tax base 
to those Parishes/Towns who are affected. Per the attached timetable we expect to issue the revised 
figures on 18 November 2016. 
  
Attachment 2 lists all Parish/Towns that we are aware of that are affected by boundary changes and 
who should therefore expect to receive a revised tax base. Please contact us ASAP if you believe that 
your Parish/Town is affected but not listed or should not be on the list. 
  
For completeness, this list also includes (separately) those Parishes/Towns where a boundary change 
is resulting in a land transfer only – this would not result in a change to the tax base. 
  
3.Council Tax Reduction Scheme Consultation 
  



Wiltshire Council’s Cabinet has approved 6 proposed changes to the Council Tax Reduction Scheme 
from 1 April 2017. 
  
A consultation letter (attachments 3 and 4) has been sent to customers and stakeholders inviting them 
to take part in an online survey in order to respond to the consultation, which can be accessed by 
following this link: 
  
https://surveys.wiltshire.gov.uk/snapwebhost/s.asp?k=147308112600 
  
Attachment 5 provides some background information to the consultation. 
  
This consultation closes on 19 November 2016. 
  
It is possible that the results of the consultation may impact on the council tax base calculation. We 
expect to have worked any required changes through the tax base calculation by 30 November 2016. 
However, due to the timing and the impact that this could have on your budget/precept processes we 
would only issue a revised tax base if the result leads to significant changes to figures. 
  
4.Council Tax Referendum Principles 2017/2018 
  
Since the introduction of council tax referendums in 2012/2013, no referendum principles have been 
set for Parish/Town Councils. 
  
Central Government has this year issued a consultation (attachment 6 – section 3.3) that is proposing 
at this stage to apply referendum principles to larger, higher-spending precepting Parishes/Towns for 
2017/2018. 
  
The proposal is to introduce referendum principles for Parish/Town Councils whose band D charge is 
higher than that of the lowest charging District Council (nationally) for 2016/2017 which is £75.46, and 
which have a total precept for 2016/2017 of at least £500,000. These Parishes/Towns would face the 
same referendum principles as shire districts; increases of less than 2% or up to and including £5 
(whichever is higher) can be set without triggering a referendum. There is a caveat (paragraph 3.3.5) 
regarding the transfer of responsibilities from other tiers of Local Government (Wiltshire Council). 
  
The consultation recognises that this would create issues of proportionality, practicality and cost and 
welcomes views on this as part of the consultation. At present there are no further details on these 
issues. 
  
The consultation is open to all including Parish/Town Councils and members of the public. If you 
choose to respond via the survey then you are asked to confirm in what capacity your response 
represents. Please note that the survey is a Central Government survey and Wiltshire Council cannot 
view your responses or advise on how you should respond. 
  
We will communicate the result of this consultation once it is published by Central Government. 
  
If you have any questions on any of the above then please do not hesitate to contact us at 
financialplanning@wiltshire.gov.uk or on 01225 718584 (Tina Winfield) or 01225 718582 (Stuart 
Donnelly). 
  
Many Thanks 
  
Stuart 
______________________________________ 
  
Stuart Donnelly 
Accountancy Services Manager 
Accountancy 
Finance 
Wiltshire Council 

https://surveys.wiltshire.gov.uk/snapwebhost/s.asp?k=147308112600
mailto:financialplanning@wiltshire.gov.uk


Dear Victoria, 
Please would you pass this on to the Council. 
 
Many thanks, 
John and Judi Sykes 
 
For the Attention of Luckington& Alderton Parish Council. 
 
Dear Villagers of Luckington, Alderton and Sopworth, 
 
Judi and myself would very much like to place on record our thanks and appreciation for the kind 
words, gifts and actions during our surprise party on the 3rd September. First of all, it really was a 
complete surprise, then to see so many people out in such inclement weather was a deep humbling  
feeling. Then surprise visitors from afar, with kind words of appreciation,the wonderful piece of art, 
which is now in our garden and the incredible amount of money you were kind enough to gift.  
Most heart warming was the songs and actions of the children of Luckington school, their paintings 
and other art  we will treasure, along with the memory of this day, until the day we leave this earth.  
Around all this was the Marquees,tables, chairs, drinks, cakes and tea, all of which must have taken 
such a lot of work and "secret co-ordination". To do all this under the noses of the village shop was 
indeed a job that must have involved GCHQ? 
 
When we came back from our holiday, we have been replaying the day in our heads, enjoying it 
again with the gifts, books, artwork .We have used the phrase "life-enhancing" and for us it truly was 
a once in a lifetime day. Thanks and appreciation to everyone who attended and worked to make it a 
perfect day for us. 
 
Yours in gratitude, 
John and Judi Sykes 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 



 
 
 
 
 





 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



Luckington and Alderton Parish Council    

Financial Data as at 12th October 2016   

  £ 

   
Bank account balances at the report 
date:   

 Barclays Current Account 12,932.17 

 Barclays Deposit Account 2,839.37 

   

  15,771.54 

   

Payments for Approval   

 Mrs V Avery - Back pay due in line with internal audit review    -46.89 

 Mrs V Avery - Printer Ink - 2 HP black cartridges    -15.90 

 Alderton Village Hall Hire    -15.00 

 (awaiting grass cutting contractor's invoices for two quarters = £900)  

   

Clerk's Salary paid by Standing Order Mrs Victoria Avery  -208.48 

   

Payments Received: No payments received  

   

 Balance carried forward 15,485.27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Luckington and Alderton Parish Council 

 

Invitation to Tender 

Grass Cutting Contract for the period 1st March 2017 to 31st December 2018 

1.  Luckington Burial Ground (See options 1 & 2). 

2. Grass area between Fourways and Back Green. 

3. Back Green. 

4. Front Green adjacent to Luckington Primary School. 

5. Grass verge from side entrance to The Pump House to Luckington School. 

6. Luckington Children's Playground, entrance to playground and the grass verge around the 

 entrance to the Playground. 

7. The grassed areas in The Bell Field estate. 

8. Entrance to Hollis Gardens, grass on both sides of the entrance. 

9. Grass area around Luckington Village Hall, including verge towards village centre. 

 

Frequency of Cuts: 

Cuts will be spread throughout the year, from mid March to mid November, and comprising a 

minimum of 25 cuts, at an average interval of about every 10 days. During the peak growing season 

(May, June, July and August), these cuts will take place at least once every 14 days. 

The grass areas specified under this contract will be maintained and cut to a reasonably short length, 

and left in a tidy condition following each cut. The contractor will endeavour to keep the grass areas 

at their best throughout the year. 

Prior to 1st February each year, the contractor will provide Luckington Parish Council will a planned 

list detailing the dates of cuts to take place during the following 12 months. Any changes must be 

notified to, and agreed by The Parish Council. 

If Luckington and Alderton Parish Council wish to undertake any maintenance of hedges, trees or 

other miscellaneous jobs, these will be agreed between The Council and the Contractor on request. 

Duration of Contract: 

This contract will cover the two year period, from 1st March 2017 to 31st December 2018. 

Invitation to Tender: 

You are invited to tender for this contract. The tender should include the following details for both 

Options 1 and 2 below: 

 Price per cut 

 Price per quarter 

 Price per cutting season 



 Price for the total duration of the contract 

 A clear statement as to whether VAT is included, added or not applicable. 

Option 1: 

All grass areas to be cut to a uniform good standard, with cuttings 'flown' on site.  

Option 2: 

All grass areas to be cut to a uniform good standard, with cuttings 'flown' on site. However, the 

Luckington Burial Ground to be finished to a higher standard as indicated below 

Luckington Burial Ground: This is a sensitive area within the local community, and the Parish 

Council wish to ensure that it is maintained to a high standard. The Parish Council therefore wishes 

to ensure that all 'flown' loose grass is cleared after cutting (it can be disposed of at the back of the 

Cemetery site, behind the fence), the grass cut up to and between the sides of the gravestones & 

monuments, and the edges of the cemetery path should be kept in good order.  

Invoices: 

Invoices under this contract will be submitted to Luckington & Alderton Parish Council on a quarterly 

basis, and will contain the specific dates on which grass cutting actually took place during that 

quarter. 

Tenders: 

Tenders for this grass cutting contract must be submitted to the Parish Clerk no later than 5pm on 

Friday 25th November 2016. Contractors who tender will be notified of the outcome of the tender 

process following the Luckington and Alderton Parish Council Meeting in early December 2017. 

Parish Clerk: 

Mrs V. AVERY 

Folly Farm,  

Didmarton,  

Badminton,  

GL9 1AH 

01666 800850 

clerk@luckington.org.uk 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 

  
 Areas to be cut: (Areas shaded yellow on the plan) 
 1.  Luckington Burial Ground. 
  
 2. Grass area between Fourways and Back Green. 
  
 3. Back Green. 
  
 4. Front Green adjacent to Luckington Primary School. 
  
 5. Grass verge from side entrance to The Pump House to Luckington 
  School. 
  
 6. Luckington Children's Playground, entrance to playground and the 
  grass verge around the entrance to the Playground. 
  
 7. The grassed areas in The Bell Field estate. 
  
 8. Entrance to Hollis Gardens, grass on both sides of the entrance. 
  
 9. Grass area around Luckington Village Hall, including verge towards 
  village centre.  
 


