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LUCKINGTON & ALDERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
www.luckington.org.uk 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LUCKINGTON AND ALDERTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 10th June 2015 AT 7.30PM, IN ALDERTON VILLAGE HALL 
 

PRESENT  
Chairman  Mr A Stopforth (AS)  
 
Councillors  Mr N Banks (NB)  Mr J Buckley (JB) 
      Mr P Bamford (PB)  Mr N Neale (NN) 
 
County Councillor John Thomson (JT) 
 
Parish Council Clerk        Mrs V Allman (VA)  
 
8 members of the public were present  

 
665. Apologies 
Councillor Richard McCraith (RM) 
Councillor Sue Godwin (SG) 
 
666. Declaration of interests  
None. 
 
667. Election of Vice-Chairman 
NN was duly elected as Vice-Chairman and signed a declaration of office. 
 
668. Members of the public are invited to address the Council on agenda items. 
A member of the public asked again about the blocked drain outside Yew Tree Cottage in Alderton.  
JB responded that photos had been sent to the contractors and that the matter is in hand. 
 
Mr George Lynham spoke on behalf of the Alderton Pond committee with regards to the major 
maintenance project to remove silt and that he is looking to raise in the region of £14,000 to carry out 
this essential work.  He asked for a letter of support from the Parish Council, this was approved – VA 
to do. 
He also asked the Parish Council to consider donating a grant of around £500.00 to the scheme.  This 
will be on the agenda for the next meeting. 
 
Ian Anderson read out his letter to the Parish Council (see 673. Also see letter published as an 
addendum to these minutes.)  He put forward a revised proposal for a fewer number of houses – two 
for family members and one for a member of the village.  A housing survey would therefore not be 
required.  He asked the Parish Council to agree in principle to this new proposal. 
3 members of the public stated that their original objections to the proposals still stood. 
 
669. Public Question time 
A member of the public raised concerns about a cross-road sign in Alderton (coming in direction from 
B4040 Bristol road to Alderton) that is completely obscured and therefore dangerous.  Cllrs agreed to 
look at the sign to establish whose responsibility it was, with a view to engaging Wiltshire council. 

http://www.luckington.org.uk/
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670. Confirmation of the last meetings minutes 
The minutes from the May meeting were approved. 
 
671. Matters arising from the last meeting 
 
Bus shelter redecoration – VA to give the contractor one more month to respond. 
 
Cemetery Fencing – 20 posts have been donated by Bill Spenser and Sue Godwin.  Many thanks to 
them.  VA to respond. 
 
Alderton finger post – it was agreed that this should be replaced with a metal sign.  JB to organise. 
 
672. Parish council to comment on planning schedules and applications:  
 
15/04399/FUL Foxfield, Luckington Road – Use of Existing Track in Association with new residential 
access and /Closure of Existing Access  
There were no objections to this application. 
 
15/04573/TCA South End Cottage, The Street, Luckington 30% Crown Reduction to 1 Ash Tree and 1 
Birch Tree 
There were no objections to this application. 
 
673. Correspondence received 
Ian Anderson – revised proposal for a reduced number of houses for CLT in Alderton (see addendum.) 
The contents of Mr Anderson’s letter were noted.  The Parish Council will only comment to the 
proposals once a formal planning application has been received, in-line with normal planning 
procedure. 
 
Mobile Library – consultation documents 
The Council would resist any reduction to the stops the mobile library currently makes in Luckington 
since it is the last visible footprint of Wiltshire Council in the village.  VA to respond. 
  
Fiona Melville – dog waste bins  
Once again the issue of prevalent dog fouling in the villages has been brought up with a request for 
more dog waste bins and signs.  JT reminded that public that as of this year, dog waste can now be 
discarded in any public bin.  Wiltshire highways and Council are unable extend the number of dog 
waste bins in the village and this issue is outside the jurisdiction of the Parish Council.  If you see dog 
waste, please report it via the ‘myWiltshire’ app and all dog owners are reminded: 
BAG IT, USE ANY PUBLIC BIN TO DISPOSE OF IT OR TAKE IT HOME!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 3 of 6 

 

674. Finance 
Luckington and Alderton Parish Council   
Financial Data as at 8th June 2015  

  £ 

   
Bank account balances at the report date:  

 Barclays Current Account 11,039.90 
 Barclays Deposit Account 2,837.62 
 (less unpresented cheques) -984.20 

   

 Total balances 12,893.32 

   
Payments for approval at this meeting:  
100138 Victoria Allman - Stationery and Audit Postage 37.71 
100140 Auditing Solutions  180.00 
100141 Luckington Village Hall - Hire 40.00 

   

 Total payments for approval today 257.71 

   

 Receipts given this month  

 Cemetery - reservation Johnson/Greening 80.00 

   

 Total 80.00 
 

 
  

   

   
  

   
   
   

 
675. Audit 
The findings of the audit from Auditing Solutions had been received –   
‘We have concluded that, overall, the Council has effective systems in place to ensure transactions are 
accurately reflected in the Statement of Accounts. We are pleased to record that we have duly signed 
off the Internal Audit Certificate at Section 4 of the Annual Return for 2014-15 assigning positive 
assurances in each of the relevant areas.’ 
AS, RM and JB to go through the recommendations.  Agenda item for next month. 
The Council re-adopted their Standing Orders and Financial regulations and it was agreed that they 
would be reviewed at each AGM. 
 
675.1  
The annual governance statement was approved by the council and signed by AS and VA.   
 
676. Retrospective minute to December 2014 
It was noted that the Council approved the 2015-16 precept at its December 2014 meeting but the 
value was not recorded.  The amount approved was £8201.62. 

 
677. Transparency Code 
AS ran through the proposed policy.  It was agreed that the clerk should also be able to put content 
on the website within the agreed policy. Sufficient detail also needs to be on the Agenda with 
correspondence being published on the website before the meeting.  There was significant debate 
amongst the Cllrs as to the process of adopting a policy with allowance for a ‘working paper’ discussion 
to take place before a policy is adopted.   
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AS proposed to adopt the Transparency policy as it stood, however there was no support for this. JB 
would like to see amendments to the ‘associated papers’ clause before it is adopted.  Agenda item for 
next month. 
 
 
678. Green Waste Bins 
JT reported that there had been necessary to introduce charges for green waste bins within the county 
due to budget cuts and overspending but there had been a huge uptake to the new charges and the 
scheme had been a big success.  The council’s green waste collection is very near to the previous 
numbers that it had before charging had been introduced. 
 
679. Highways 
JB reported that the works outside the Post Office have now been finished.  Unfortunately the newly 
resurfaced road outside the pub had had to be dug up for a water connection to the pub, however 
the highways department had been very helpful and sent a specialist team – the repairs were very 
well done. 
 
There will be a temporary Closure of Allengrove Lane, Luckington on 29th June to enable Wiltshire 
Council to carry out carriageway resurfacing and associated works.  It is anticipated that the works will 
take 2 days to complete. 
 
Grass cutting – the contractor’s machinery had broken down during his last visit, resulting in a few 
complaints.  He has since come back and rectified the situation. 
 
680. Report from outside meetings 
JB had attended a flooding meeting in Devizes which addressed issues of cost and council funding.  
Most of the problems discussed were not in this area, however there was news that the 2002 flooding 
report for Brookend would be looked into again. 
 
681. Items for next month’s agenda and any other business for information only 
AS reported that VA had handed in her resignation as Parish Clerk due to other work commitments.  
AS and JB to advertise post. 
 

 Transparency Code 

 Donation to Alderton Pond works 

 Audit report 

 Recruitment of a new clerk 
 
664. Time and Date of next meeting 
The next Parish Council meeting will be on Wednesday 8th July 2015 in Luckington Village Hall.   
 
The meeting closed at 10.05 pm. 
 
 
The minutes were taken by Victoria Allman, Clerk to Luckington and Alderton Parish Council. 
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ADDENDUM TO MINUTES FROM LAPC 10th June 2015 
 

Letter from Ian Anderson dated 11th May 2015 – 673. 
 
Proposed Community Land Trust 
 
I should be grateful if you would pass this letter on to members of the Parish Council before the next 
meeting on 13 May, in order that it may help to clarify my position following the meeting of the 
Council on 8th April. 
 
My object in proposing a CLT was to provide a house for my children within the village. In doing so, I 
also wished to offer something to the community in return. 
 
I suggested that there may be a need for affordable rental properties in Alderton. However, this was 
called into question, having regard to the fact that it proved difficult to find a tenant who met the 
selection criteria when a rental property in the village became available recently. As there is limited 
public transport in Alderton, this was also perceived as a potential problem for people on low 
incomes. 
 
With this in mind, I believe that if a CLT were to be set up, it should target the “Intermediate” 
category within the definition of affordable housing. This relates to people whose income is too high 
to qualify them for affordable rented accommodation, but would be sufficient to sustain a mortgage 
on a shared equity property or a self-build house. The Housing Register would not capture this group 
as they would not be eligible for affordable rented accommodation.  
 
The potential number of new houses that would be built by a CLT was also a major concern. I 
suggested a mixed development of six semi-detached houses owned by the CLT and three detached 
houses for my children.  
 
In view of the concerns raised during the meeting, I have reconsidered the proposed number of 
houses. I now accept that it may not prove possible to gain approval for a house for each of my three 
children. However, I would always wish to provide for my children equally, and I would ensure the 
one who loses out is compensated in some other way. 
 
My current proposal is for a mixed development of three houses, two for the family and one other 
for someone from the Parish. I am aware of someone who is most deserving, who has lived in the 
village for fifty years and who has contributed more than anyone to the upkeep of the village. 
 
One possible way forward would be a planning application for three houses, perhaps without the 
need to form a CLT, if this were to be supported by the Parish Council. 
 
I would not seek to make profit from the sale of the one plot and would make the proceeds of this 
sale available to be held in Trust either by a CLT or by the Parish Council for enhancements and 
improvements within the Parish. For example, during the meeting concern was expressed over the 
lack of a play area within the village and the risk to children playing in the street. Part of the 
proceeds could perhaps fund the purchase of suitable land within the village from the Badminton 
Estate and the purchase of play equipment and benches.      
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My request during the meeting on 8th April was for the Parish Council’s agreement to conducting a 
housing survey to determine housing needs within the Parish, and to a consultation to establish the 
level of support for a CLT. 
 
 I believe a housing survey would not be required to establish housing need for this proposal for 
three houses. My family’s housing need has been expressed and I understand that Mr Tony Witt, the 
gentleman I alluded to above, has written to the Parish Council regarding his wish to remain in the 
village and his need for ground floor accommodation.  
 
At this stage therefore, I would ask for the Parish Council’s consideration to agree in principle to 
support a planning application for three houses on the basis set out in this letter. The houses would 
be designed as single storey or one and a half storey with dormer windows and Cotswold stone front 
elevations.  I should be happy to answer any questions you may wish to raise.       
 
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Ian Anderson.     
 
 
 
    
 

 
 


