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LUCKINGTON & ALDERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LUCKINGTON AND ALDERTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 12th November 2014 AT 7.30PM, IN LUCKINGTON VILLAGE HALL. 

PRESENT  
Chairman  Mr A Stopforth (AS) 
 
Councillors  Mr N Banks (NB)  Mr J Buckley (JB) 
      Mr P Bamford (PB)  Mr N Neal (NN)  
   Mr R McCraith (RM)  
 
County Councillor J Thomson (JT) 
 
Parish Council Clerk        Mrs V Allman (VA)  
 
One member of the public attended 

 
543. Apologies 
None 
 
544. Declaration of interests. 
RM is a member of the Playground Committee 
 
545. Greg Hughes and James Langley of the Playground Committee to present accounts to the Parish 
Council 
Mr Hughes circulated the 2013/14 accounts and discussed the figures with the Parish Council.  He also 
updated on this years successful fundraising events, namely the Summer Fete and Bonfire Night.  The 
playground has recently had a ROSPA inspection (Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents) and 
there were no high risk areas reported only low or medium and these are being addressed.   
 
Mr Langley asked whether the Parish council whether they would like to consider donating this year 
towards a predetermined amount, for example, the Insurance bill.  The Parish Council invited them to 
submit a request in writing beforehand, to be discussed at next meeting. 
 
546. Approval of Minutes of last meeting. 
The October minutes were approved. 
 
547. Members of the public are invited to address the Council on agenda items. 
Sue Godwin of Luckington had been invited by NB to attend the meeting with a view to becoming a 
Parish Councillor. Ms Godwin introduced herself and AS gave a brief explanation as to what is involved.  
After the Council had asked her a few questions, she agreed to be co-opted onto the Parish council 
and stayed for the majority of the meeting, until voting. (see 553). 
 
548. Matters arising from the October minutes 
 
RM to check whether he is a signatory – yes he is. 
 
Bus Shelter Graffiti –NB to ask a neighbour if he could redecorate – neighbour declined.  NB to ask a 
builder. 
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Internal Audit – VA reported back that there is a legal requirement for parish councils to secure an 
internal audit.  This does not have to be a paid company but can be a competent individual. There is 
no minimum expenditure. 
The Parish council approved the previous quote of £150 + VAT. 
 
Obscured footpath near Luckley farm – this is in hand. 
 
Section 106 monies – will be presented next meeting if quotes have come back. 
 
8 Church Road – this is in hand with the Housing Association. 
 
Highways – the signs that were knocked down are now back in place. 
 
Footpath by Brookend – this is not a Parish issue.  It has apparently been done, so thanks to the 
member of public.  The Council would like to remind that the cutting back of nettles is not really a 
serious enough issue to warrant action.  Taking ‘social responsibility’ is these instances is very much 
welcomed. 
 
Parish ‘Snow and Emergency Plan’ – a subcommittee of NB, JB and PB agreed to meet separately and 
draw this up. 
 
549. Planning Applications – 
14/09118/TCA, 20% Crown Reduction and Crown Lift to 10 metres above ground level to sycamore 
Tree, and Fell 1 Oak Tree at Manor Farm, Alderton 
There was no objection to this application. 
 
 
550. Correspondence received 

Sarah McGrory – Request for street light to be turned out at midnight  
The Council would like more information about what options are open to them. JT to report back. 
VA to respond. 

 
Oliver Saye – Shared Owner re-sale approval for 4 Beaufort View, Luckington 

The Council rejected this request on the following basis:  

 It was felt that not enough local marketing and advertising had been done to target the right 
potential buyers.   

 The initial marketing period of 4 weeks on the website wasn’t long enough. 

 That not all advertising avenues have been exhausted. 
VA to respond. 

 
Community First – donation request to fund a ‘Good Neighbours’ scheme to help vulnerable, older 
residents.  
£25.00 was paid in April 2014.  It was agreed that donations of this kind would be considered at the 
end of the financial year. 
 
 
551. Finance 
The receipts balances and accounts for payment were circulated –  
The accounts below were approved for payment by the Council. 
 

 Luckington and Alderton Parish Council   



Page 3 of 5 

 

Financial Data as at 12th November 2014  

  £ 

   

Bank account balances at the report date:  

 Barclays Current Account 6,145.84 

 Barclays Deposit Account 2,836.56 

   

   

 Total balances 8,982.40 

   

Payments for approval at this meeting:  

   

 Alderton Village Hall Hire (100120) 20.00 

 V Allman - Stamps x 12 (100121) 6.36 

 Total payments for approval today 26.36 

   

 Receipts given this month  

   

   

 Total 0.00 

   

      

552. Budget  
RM presented figures and a proposed an increase of between 10 & 15% for the precept for the next 
financial year.  The Council discussed the matter and requested an updated year end forecast for this 
financial year for the next meeting.  RM and VA to do. 
 
553. Co-option of a new Councillor  
Once Sue Godwin had left, it was agreed by all that she would be an asset to the Parish Council.  The 
Council unanimously voted to formally co-opt Ms Godwin as a Parish Councillor.  VA to arrange a new 
Councillor pack. 
 
554. Update on Tolsey Surgery 
The latest plans on the new Tolsey Surgery were circulated.  The Parish Council whole heartedly 
offered support for this plan.  VA to email continued support. 
 
555. Malmesbury Community Campus project 
RM volunteered to fill out the questionnaire.  
 
556. Flood Risk 
The Parish Council discussed the proposals from Wiltshire Council and felt that no action needed to 
be taken, since this was already covered by an existing decision.   
 
There is a Repair and Renew Grant entitlement to any home or business owner where the interior 
of their home or business premise were damaged by flooding between the 1 December 2013 and 31 
March 2014.  For further details please go to website: 
 
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/communityandliving/civilemergencies/floodinganddrainage/floodreliefsuppor
t/floodingrepairrenewgrant.htm 
 
or call 0300 456 0100 to request a form. 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/communityandliving/civilemergencies/floodinganddrainage/floodreliefsupport/floodingrepairrenewgrant.htm
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/communityandliving/civilemergencies/floodinganddrainage/floodreliefsupport/floodingrepairrenewgrant.htm
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557. BT consultation 
We have no phone box in either village. 
 
 
558. Update on Cemetery and Notice Boards 
PB reported that the weather is holding up progress on the notice boards. It was confirmed that PB 
had £150.00 pre-set limit to spend. 
VA has contacted Wiltshire Council about query with two sets of records to update, but not received 
a reply. 
 
 
559. Update on Highways Issues 
JB reported that the various pot holes reported are being mended –  
Luckington Lane has been done, North End House, Sopworth Lane has been done as well. 
The public are reminded to use the ‘My Wiltshire’ app to report any pot holes that need repairing. 
 
JB was pleased to report that he had been advised from the Highways Department that The Street 
through Luckington (the B4040) is due to be resurfaced in early 2015 and we have been given a 
provisional start date of 16th February 2015.  The Parish Council have not seen any plans as yet.  Further 
information to follow. 
 
JB confirmed that the invitation to tender for the Grass Cutting contract for period 1st March 2015 to 
31st December 2016 was now ready to be circulated and it was agreed to invite three companies to 
bid.  VA to send out to Andrew Woodman (existing contractor), Jack Derrick and Ubico. 
 
The Council debated whether to increase the frequency of the cuts but a pragmatic decision was made 
to keep it as it. 
 
560. Report from outside meetings.  
NB reported from the Village Hall committee which is organising the Seniors Lunch in the Luckington 
Village Hall on Thursday 11th December, noon for 12.30pm.  The cost of a meal per person is £13.00 
and this is being paid for by the village hall.  He asked on behalf of the Village hall Committee if the 
Parish Council will consider making a donation towards the event at the next Parish Council meeting 
in December when the exact numbers and cost will be known. 
 
NB attended the Emergency Planning workshop.  Most of this information will be used in the 
‘Emergency response plan’ (see 561.)  He circulated a ‘Priority Services Register’ from Scottish and 
Southern Energy who can offer extra support during a power cut to eligible, vulnerable people, for 
example: 

 If you are dependent on electricity for home medical care,  

 have a young baby 

 have a chronic illness or short term medical condition 

 have communication needs 

 are disabled  

 or receiving a state pension.   
For further information contact them on 0800 2943259 or visit 
www.ssepd.co.uk/PriorityServicesRegistrationForm. 
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AS reported from the last Malmesbury Area Board meeting.  The Malmesbury Neighbourhood Plan 
Referendum is taking place on 27th November 2014.  
 
AS also reported that there is a Local Youth Network Launch on Tuesday 9th December in Malmesbury 
Town Hall at 6.30pm.  Ollie Phipps, the Community Youth Officer, has volunteered to come to our next 
Parish Council meeting to introduce himself. 
 
561. Items for next month’s agenda and any other business for information only 
 

 Emergency response plan Committee 

 Budget 

 Grass cutting tender 

 Senior Citizens Christmas lunch donation 
 
562. Public Question Time 
No Questions. 
 
563. Time and Date of next meeting 
The next Parish Council meeting will be on Wednesday 10th December 2014 in Alderton Village Hall. 
 
The meeting closed at 10.25pm. 
 
 
The minutes were taken by Victoria Allman, Clerk to Luckington and Alderton Parish Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


