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LUCKINGTON & ALDERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
www.luckington.org.uk 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LUCKINGTON AND ALDERTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

13th DECEMBER 2017 at 7.30pm IN LUCKINGTON VILLAGE HALL 
 

PRESENT  
Chair   Mr R McCraith (RM) 
  
Councillors  Mr J Buckley (JB)   
      Mr R Simpkins (RS) 
   Mr S Lawrence-Mills (SLM) 
   Mr N Neale (NN) 
    
Parish Council Clerk       Mrs V Avery (VA)  
  
Two members of the public were present. 

1096 Apologies 
County Councillor – John Thompson (JT) 
Parish Councillor – Sue Godwin (SG) 
Parish Councillor – Sam Evans (SE) 

 
1097 Declaration of interests  
Mr R McCraith declared an interest in Item 11 of the Agenda. 
  
1098. Members of the public are invited to address the Council on agenda items. 
Mr and Mrs Pyle spoke to the Parish Council regarding planning application Ref: 17/10872/FUL.  They explained 
the need for the change of use of land to equestrian and the Parish Council noted their comments and will 
discuss the application at Item 7 of the Agenda. 
 
1099.  Matters Arising from Last Meeting 
(RM) asked (JB) if he had had a chance to speak to Jane Henshaw in relation to the donations to Luckington 
School. (JB) has spoken to Jane and is expecting a new application for a donation in the last quarter of this 
financial year when the school has more of an idea of where the money needs to be spent.  This is ongoing. 
 
(VA) has bought a new printer as discussed in the last PC meeting. 
 
(RM) asked if the style had been fixed.  (RS) has spoken to Noel Banks about it and he has put it on his ‘to do’ 
list. 
 
There has been a letter sent to the Clerk regarding notification of a planning decision meeting in relation to 
Arland House, Alderton.  (VA) was asked to make the residents of Alderton aware of the time and date of this 
meeting and to also ask Tim Guard to publicise it on Community Matters. 
 
1100. Confirmation of the last meetings minutes 
Minutes from the meeting in November were approved and signed. 
 
1101. Planning 
 

Application Ref:  17/10872/FUL 

For:  Full Planning Permission 

Proposal:  Change of use of land to equestrian and erection of three stables, tack room and hay store at land 

opposite bungalow, Brook End, Luckington, SN14 6PJ 

 

http://www.luckington.org.uk/
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The PC discussed this application and had no objections. 

Application Ref:  17/11578/TCA 

For:  Work to trees in  conservation area. 

Proposal:  30% crown reduction to Ash(T1) and Silver Birch (T2) 

At:  South End Cottage, The Street, Luckington, SN14 6NP 

 

No objections. 

 

1102.  Finance 

Luckington and Alderton Parish Council Financial 
Data as at 13th December 2017     

    £ 

      

Bank account balances at the report date:     

  Barclays Current Account 15,764.07 

  Barclays Deposit Account 2,840.22 

      

    18,604.29 

      

Payments for Approval     

  SLCC - Membership Renewal -72.00 

  Brunel Computing- Domain -13.20 

  Mrs V Avery - Printer -133.94 

  Donation to FOLS                    -200.00 

  
Mr A Stopforth – Microsoft 
365                    -135.36 

Clerk's Salary paid by Standing Order Mrs Victoria Avery -210.34 

      

Payments Received: None   

      

      

  Balance carried forward 17,839.45 
 
 
1103. Emails Received from Jonathan Bury, Badminton Estate Re:  Broadband 
The PC noted and thanked Mr Bury for his emails.  
 
1104. Application for a Donation to Luckington Playing Field Charity 
(RM) left the meeting.  There was a general discussion about the application which was for replacing the pads 
on the village defibrillator.  The defibrillator was used recently.  The pads need replacing after every use.  
These pads have already been purchased and replaced by Luckington Playing Field Charity.  (JB) said that there 
should be two lots of pads purchased as spares.  Therefore there would always be a spare set available just in 
case.   (JB) proposed that on receipt of an invoice, the PC will fund all the future pads.   All Councillors present 
agreed.  (RM) will provide the PC with an invoice and a cheque drawn up at the next PC meeting. 
 
1105.  Parish Precept 2018-2019 
(RM) suggested to the PC an increase of 2% which works out to be 59p per person per year.  (NN) recalls that 
they agreed two years ago that there should be a cap on the precept and it couldn’t be increased at least for 
the next few years.  (JB) said that they had come to this decision as WALC had issued advice to Councils and 
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Parish Councils on these terms.  However, the precept should be brought up as the PC can’t risk falling behind, 
mainly because of the large expense of the grass cutting contract.   
 
(RS) suggested that if the PC has two years in hand then there should be plenty to cover the grass cutting 
contract.  Appreciating that costs may go up, he suggested a compromise down to 1%.  (JB) said that inflation 
was currently higher than this and it should go up in line with inflation.   
 
(RM) proposed an increase of 1%.  (RS) seconded.  Three councillors were in favour and 2 were against.  (VA) 
will organise a 1% increase. 
 
1106.  Clerk’s Request for Extra Pay. 
The Councillors discussed a request from the Clerk for extra pay regarding an additional 5 hours worked in the 
preparation of last month’s Agenda and subsequent Minutes.  All Councillors present agreed to 5 hours extra 
pay.  The Clerk will prepare a cheque to be signed at the next meeting. 
 
1107. Update on the Luckington Cemetery 
(RS) said that part of the wall in the cemetery had fallen down.  (JB) proposed that (RS) mends the wall. (RM) 
seconded and all Councillors were in favour. 
 
1108. Update on Highways 
(JB) said there was still no update on Sopworth Lane.  Bristol Water were very concerned that they hadn’t 
heard from Wiltshire CC and therefore (JB) and Bristol Water will chase them. 
 
(SLB) raised the issue of a possible 20mph speed limit in the centre of the village.  He said that Acton Turville 
and Littleton Drew had recently installed 20mph signs.  Could Luckington do the same? 
 
(JB) said that the average costs of these signs were £5,000 to £7,000 each.  There costs could potentially be 
funded by the Area Board provided sufficient funds were available for this purpose. Application would need to 
be made to the ‘’Area Board’ through the ‘Malmesbury Area Traffic Advisory Group’, whose annual  budget for 
the entire Malmesbury area appears to be approximately £15,000). Funding such a 20 mph scheme is therefore 
likely to prove very competitive. 
 
In discussion with Wiltshire Highways, JB had established that the present Wiltshire Highways policy on 20mph 
zones means that neither the B4040 though Luckington, nor any of the side roads in the village are likely to 
qualify for the introduction of 20 mph zones under current Wiltshire Highways policy. However, national review 
of 20 mph zones is currently ongoing, and when the final report of that review is published, then Wiltshire 
Highways will then be reviewing their policy towards such zones. JB recommended that the Parish Council should 
revisit this subject when the revised Wiltshire Highways Policy for 20 mph zones is available, as the current 
advice from Wiltshire Highways is that any 20 mph zone application in the Luckington area was very unlikely to 
be successful in the present situation. 
 
(JB) explained that 20 mph signs can only be erected on the highway if a full legal ‘Local Traffic Order’ is put in 
place by the Wiltshire Highways Department and such signs must be erected as part of a legally compliant 20 
mph scheme approved by Wiltshire Highways and compliant with all other aspects of relevant highways 
legislation. It can be a very slow and protracted legal and funding process.  
 
However, (JB) also  explained that during discussions he had recently held with Wiltshire Highways, it became 
evident that Luckington school has access to a special country highways fund ( the ‘Taking Action on school 
journey’s fund). This fund is to place ‘interactive 20 mph advisory signage’  around the school. These signs are 
then normally active during school hours.  (JB) advised that this option must be pursued by the school and cannot 
be made directly by the Parish Council itself. However,  the parish council could help the school with the 
application process. It is a pre-requirement for this funding source that the school must have a current and 
approved transport plan in place. (JB) also advised that Wiltshire Highways felt that this funding route was much 
more likely to be effective and successful that seeking to implement a full 20 mph zone within Luckington under 
the current county highways policies. 
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(SLB) asked if the PC thought the village would benefit from 20mph signs and if yes, it should be discussed and 
a way found to go forward. 
 
(JB) said that he had had discussions with Wiltshire Highways and there was a possibility that the school had 
access to a special fund for signage around the school.  The PC therefore asked (VA) if she could speak to Mrs 
Hinds, the Headmistress of Luckington School and see if she knew of this special fund.  (VA) will report back at 
the next meeting. 
 
1109  Report from Outside Meetings 
There were none. 
 
1110 Any Other Business 
There were none. 
 
1111. Items for next month’s agenda 
Cemetery 
Highways 
Churchyard project 
 
1112. Time and Date of next meeting 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be on Wednesday 10th January  2017 at 7.30pm in Alderton Village Hall. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30pm.  The minutes were taken by Victoria Avery, Clerk to Luckington and Alderton 
Parish Council. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


